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In the Abbey-Church at Wefminfler, at 
the Morning Lecture, a 
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unto you and to your Children, all thut are afarre off, 
even m many a the Lord our God 


39 


Rom. 11. 16. 


foall call, 


if the roote bee bely, fo are the branches, 


1CoR. 7. 14. | 
The unbeleeving husband is fanttifyed by the wife, and the unbeleeving wif 
the busband, but now 
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Prolecutor,: Afleflors; the Committ 


fioners of the Ghutch. of Scotland, 
reft of the Affémbly of Divines} ow 


Ons few of who areof yn 
beffowing onr Labonrs it Abbey-' bureb, 
Morning Wwe agreed among our elves 
tainftructour Audits in all the neceffary 
Truths Doétrine, which according to godlineffe ; 
ther the Ten Commandements; Another theLords 
Prayer; My: los of late hath been to handle the Do- 
Grine of the Sacraments, and coving in order to this 
Point, Lindevoured tocleere it as fully as Icouldin one 
Sermon, and was thereby compelled to borrow a little more 
time henis ufually allotted to that 
Importunity.of many Friends, who concesved it might 
sive light tothat which ss now made a great contro- 
yond igi through the ble fs: efiing God, ameanes 


aid +. 
| 
<4 - > - < 
‘ 
| 
| 
3 
j 
| 


ne he Epiftle Dedicstory. 


deceirved Sonles, or prevent the ving 
others, hath broaght i 
dnd althoug b I know my felfe. the unworthyeft and an. 
Drath which I have Preached, and which hee will ble 
was the more 
contribute any thing to the belping forward the 

great Work nowwnder your bands, and may eafe 90 of 


it thus Bits Publick view, 


of many, yet becaufe Lam affured that it is Ses 


eafily: overcome by that smportunity,, 


t ofthat which fe exceedingly 


therein I fh all rejoyce And in. the have 
this to your Names, tot that i 


Ses 
Your 
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The Like figure whereunto,even Baptifme, deth alfo now [ave us, 

the putting away of the filth of the flefy,but the an[wer of 
con{cience towards God the of 
rt 


N this Morning Leéture, Ihave 
in my courfe cut of feveral! Scriptures 
handled the Doétrine of the Sacraments 
in Generall, and then proceeded to {peak 
ofthe Sacraments of the O/d Teftament,and 

chéreintheir their agrecment, and 
difagreement, with thofe of the New Tefia- 
' mt, Andnow lately have begun to open the Sacraments 


New Teflament. 
The firft ofthemis sow in hand; And I have pan 
tof this Text, made foure or five Sermons, concer 


ppatare and ufe of the Sacrament Baptilme, wherein 
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Queftion 
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A Sermon of the Baptiring of Infants. 


haye cleared unto you: Fist, Whowas the  /mther and 
Inflitutour of it: Secondly, Who is to bee the Atwifler of 
its Thirdly, The Effence of it, the matter and forme ic, 


both the res terrena, and the res Celeffis, the earthly, and 


‘ the fpirituall part: and now Fourthly, it remaines, that I 


treat ofithe /whjecF of it, or the perfons who are to be Bap- 
tized; and they are of two forts; either grown men, who 


being inftructed in the Doétrine of Chrift, and profeffing 


their Faith in him, atid their willingnes and readines to live 
according to his will, and do defire to bee partakers of this 
blefled Sacrament, thefe whether Jews or Gentiles,Male 
or Female, bond or free, are to bee admitted to the partici- 
pation of this Ordinance, of the Baptizing of {uch as thefe 
there isino queftion. The other fore are Fufants;of whofe 
rightto this Sacrament, I fhall (by Gods affiftance) treate 


this day. 


_And concerning thefe, there are two forts of queftions: 
Firft, W hether.any Infantsat-all are to be Baptized? 

Secondly,Suppofing fome have right toit, yet it’s grear- 

ly difputed, whofe Infants may bee: baptized? viz. Whe- 


the infants of Excommunicate perfons, of Herrticks, of 


Profane men, of meerly civilly Righteous whether. Fards, 
whetherthe Infants of Heathens, who are to bee brough: «3 b 

Chri ftians, and whether thele may not bee baptized, with 
fome caution uled,thereby to make diflinétion betwixt th- 
pure andthe impure ¢ I fhall for the prefent baulk all thefe 


katter queftions, and handle only the formerjaiz, Whether 


any at all are to bee baptized? or,.as the Queftion ufés to bee 


_ Whether the Infants of bekeeving Parents, the Infants of 
Saints,areto be admitted to the Holy. Sacrament? And 
here alo ariferh another queftion, Who are to bee’ meant 
by Beleevers and Saints,whether onely {uch as have the sa- 
ward vertue of faithand holineffe, whoare really 
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fer of 
it: 
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and Sanctifyed ones, or whether by Beleevers and Saints. 
may be meant fuch a faith and sanctity as is omtwardly prom. 
fefe4, although poffibly the inward grace it felfe (which 
only God can judge of )be altogedher wanting? 


hat I _ Concerning which queftion, although for my owne part The Infants 
Bap- I beleeve wee areto underftand of that which man may Belccvers 
who [MM judge of, andthat God hathnotmatle that the condition 

effing of his fervants applying his Ordinances,which can bee in- 

0 live fallibly known tonone but himfelf, and that therefore the. 

of this profeffion of faithand holineffe, is fufficient tomake men 

pafle for Beleevers, and Saints in the Churches judgement, 

artici- @% yet I fhall at the prefent baulk the handling of this alfo,and 


sthefe HMR will take ic inthe fureft fenfe, inthe Apoftles fenfe, what 

the Apofile means by Beleevers and Saints,when he writes 

unto the Churches, that I will taketo bee the ftate of vhe 

Queftion: if by Beleevers and Saints the Apoftle meane vi- 

fible profeffors of faith and holineffe, then the Queftion is, 

whether their Infants are to bee baptized, if the Apeftle by 
beleevers.and Saints, mean fuch ouely as are smwardly holy, 

inwardly beleevers, then the queftion is, whether their In- 

icks, Of MAM fats are to be Baptized, ina word, whether the Infants 

of fuch'as were or might have been ftiled beleevers and 
bi Saintsin the Apo/fles daies and writings,are tobe admitted 
wit to the Sacrament of Baptifime. 


li thefe 
hether 


sto bee 


This priviledge ofthe Baptizing of fuch Infants the Chri- ry primitive 
tian Church hath been in poffeffion of, forthe {pace of fif- Churchowned 
@ teen hundred yeeres and upwards, asis manifeftourofmoft “ 


and Latine Church, which the rather mention in the be- 

Binning becaufe many of the Anabaptifts blufh nottofay, — 
that the Antients, efpecially the Greek Chutch, rejectedic 
for many hundred yeers: -Fuffine Martyr, who lived about 
Anno 15,0 (in 2 Treatife which goes under hisname) Que- 
ftitn 5,6. difputes the different condition of thofe children, 


ants 0 
? And@® 
meant 
the 7#- 
leevers 
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of the Records that we have of antiquity,both im the Greek a | 
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fignaculum vite curfum ineuntibus an 


* faith, Chrifus venit per omnes falvare omnes inguam, 
qui per eum renafcuatur in Dewm, Infantes parvulos pueros, 


Origen, who lived in the be inning of the third Century, 
-inhis Treatife upon Rom,6. lid. 5. faith, The Church received 


~ However his calling it a Tra 


before histime. .. 


© @¢cafion; Fidus denyed not the baptifme of Infants,but de- 


_ & Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 
who, dye baptized, and ef them who dye unbaptized, 
Trenews, who lived in the fame Century, 1:6. 2. cap.39. 


| 


oc, Now it’s wellknown, fay the Gloffers upon thar Text, 
renafcenti2 nomint,Dominica cr Apoftolica phraft, Baptifmum- 
intclligi. 


shis tradition of BaptiXing of Infants fromthe Ayofiles.: and 
Homily 8.upon Leviticus, Secundum Ecclefie obfervantiam, 
Baptifmeum parvulis dari concedit, Hom, 14.in Lucam,Parvuul: 
baptizantur in remi {Sionem peccatormin:he cals it indeed a Tra- 
dition, according to the expreffion of the Ancients, who 
ordinarily,called the greateft points of Faith, by the name 
of Traditions Li, ik, fromthe Apoftles. Traditions be- 
ing onely fuch things as are delivered from one to another, 
i written or unwritten.And fo did the Apoftle him- 
felfe, 2 The. 2.15swhen he chargeth them to hold the Tra- 
ditions whigh they had been either by word or Epiftle. 
ition received from the Apo- 
ftles gives us a {ufficient proofe,that time out of mind,it had 
been received inthe Church, thatit was delivered overto. 
the Churchin his time, and was of antient ufe in the Churclr 


Gregory NaXianzen, Orat.40. in cals Bapti{m 

commands. children 

to be baptized, though afterward he feemed to reftraine ic 
tocafeof neceflity. | 

Cyprian, one of the AntienteftWriters amongft the La- 

tines, handles it arlarge,in, Epift.56. Ad Fidum, upon this 


ayed that they ought tc be baptized before the eighth day; 
Cyprian affures him that by the unanimous confent of 66, 
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A ‘Sermon, of the Baptizine of Infants, 
mbithops gathered together in a- Counce, Baptifme was-to be 
Madminftred to Infants,as well as to growne men, and not to. 
pee reftrained coany time; and- proves it by fuch Argu. 
ments as theie: They are under originall finne, they need 
Mpardon, are capable of grace and mercy, God regards not 
mige, 7% This teftimony of Cyprians is cited andapproved 
Epift.28.ce lib. 3. demerit.cr Remiff. pecea, 
contra Pelag. andby Hierom contra Pelag, 
mip. 3. OF the fame judgement was Ambrofe, lib. 2.cap. 11. 

De Abraham Pariarcha, and many others of the ancients, 
mwhich I relate not to prove the truth ot the thing, but onely 
Mahe practife of it: andindeed, although fome in thofe times. 
it, as Auguft. grants inhis Sermon, De Kerbis 
mpeftol. yet the firft thac ever madea head againftir, or a 
muvifion in the Church about it,was BaltaX ar Pacommitanus. When the Sea 
Germany in Luthers time, about the yeere 1527... and fince ofthe Anabap- 
hat time multitudes in Germany have imbraced his opinion, “*”®*™ 
vho becaufe they oppofed P eds-baptifme,were forced to re- 

thier Owne Baptifme, and thence were called Ama- 

upifts, and foone proved a dangerous and turbulent Sect 

meant the reformation; not onely working a world of 
mnlichicfeabout Mwnffer and other parts of Germany, but 

mave with this opinion,drunk in abundance of other dange- — 

Wus Herefies and Bla{phemies,and quickly grew into fuch 

muvifions, and fub-divifionsamong themfelves, that Bullen- 

my notes that they were growne to no lefie then fourteene. 

meverall Sects in his time: Which in truth is the commontot 

Mall Sectaries; whowhen oncethey have departed from. 

mic Church, upon every {mall occafion they come to 
mivided againe among themfelves , and one fromanother> 
masthe Ecclefiafticall Story lets usdeein the Nowstians,Ma~ it 
Monians, Ennomians, Arians, oe. which divifions allo Nich. 13.30. 
pened a way to their torall deftruction in:the end : their 
bickerings among themlelves,being as the 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of ‘Fnfams. 
ofthe waves of the Seajone againft another, till all were 
changed, as the Hiftosian notes of them. And becaufe this 
‘Opinion, and divers others which depend upon it, begins 
unhappily-totake place and {pread among our felves in this 
Kingdoms and fo the work of Reformation (without God; 
3 mercy) likely to bee much hindred by it; I hall (Goc 
willing) handle this Queftion more largely, then I have 
done any other in this place sand the rather becaufe of thred 
other gr¢at mifchiefes which go along with it. 
Aadthedan- | Fir, [fee that all who reje& the Baptizing of Infants 
eo? OO and, mpft upon the fanre ground reject the Religious ob 
fervationipf che Lords day, or the Chriftian Sabbath,vi 
 becaule there (fay they) am exprefle inflitution or com 
mand inthe New Teftament. Verily, I have hardly either 
known,or read, or heard of any one who hath rejected this 
of Infants, but with it they rejeG that of the. Lords day : 
‘now God hath fo bleffed the religious obfervation of the 
Lords day in this Kingdom above other Churches and 
Kingdoms, that fuch as indevour to overthrow it, deferve 
juftly to bee abhorred by us. 

$ecandly,the Teachers ofthis Opinion, where ever the 
prevailejcake their Profelyces wholly off from the Miniftr 
ofthe Word and Sacraments, and all other of Chit 
ftian communion,both publick and private ; from any, but 
- thofe who are of their 6wn opinion, condemning them al 
as limbs of Antichrift, worfhippers, and -followsrs of the 
Beaft)>; And {o-not only labour to caft the godly Minifters 
ouoofthe hearts of thofe people whotn they have wonne 
to Chrift; but leave the people they in{nare with 
 @——_s«sseoutany hope of recovery, whileft they impofe upon theit 

heare nome bur as. may confirmethe 
their errours An old.trick of Sataz, which hee taught 
the Papifts long agone,ameere politick device to keep theu 
Difciples faft unto themfelves: which unchriftian gio 
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q A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 
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fants 
us Ob 


without the Covenant of Grace, having no. ii 


or Com 
in Chrift. Or, 2. All of them faved,4s having no ori-. 
ed thigammmall finne,and confequently needingno Saviour; which. 
s day the Anabaptifts inthe world do own, andthere- 
of thegmmith bring in all Pelagiani(m, Univerfall 
es That.although they beetainted. with Originall cor- 
fo need a Saviour, Chrift doth pro beneplacito, 
we fome of the Infants of Indians and Turkes, dying in 


“rtheygmmeir Infancy,as well as fome of the Infants of Chriftians 


fe carry falvation by Chrift out. ofthe Church,beyond 

Chri@ Covenant of Grace, where God nevermade any pro-. 
ny,bu@imie: . That God hathmadea promife to bee the God of 
em alevers, and of their Seed,we all knows but where the pro-_ 
of isto be found, that hee will bethe God of the feed of. 


chParents who live and die his enemies,and their feed,not. 
mich as called by.the preaching of the Gofpel, I know, 
Thefe men fay the Covenant of Grace made tothe. 


nifters 


ms, differs from the Covenant of Grace made with Us, _ 
Rl défire to know, whether inthe ove, or ather, they 
dany promife of falyation by Chrift to afgy Infantsdy-, 


“~~ 


Bin their Infancy, whole Parents no way belonged to the 


emily of GO D,or Covenant of Grace. 


% 
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profperous foever itmay feem to bee at the firft, can- | 
fe bee blefled by God, nor indeed isit, the Lord giving 
up almoft every where,to other moft dangerous, vile 
in thigimnd abominable opinions. I deny not but fome few who Hi! 
Godggmmie of this opinion are otherwife minded, but all our expe- i] 
(Godgmmence reacheth us that the generality of them do runne this } 
Hil 
Thirdly,this opinion pes all the Infants of a// Beleevers 
the felf-fame condition with the Infants of Zurkes, , 
id Indians, which they all readily acknowledge, and is 
ym thence, unavoidably one of thefe tree things mnft | 
flow. 1.Either all ofthem are damned who die inthtir | 
| 
— 
onneé 
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n thei | 
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Fick Argument 
they are under 
Covenant 
of grace, and 
therefore 
Rave the feale 
‘of the Cove. 
nant. - 


° 


This Argument 
| made good by 


ens, 


-amongft.as in fuch d of being feduced , further then j 


tence of zeale ,,doe creepe into Houfes ; yea proclaim@ 
‘hele things openly in Pulpits: Itake my felfe bound upoi 
this occafion to fhew youupon what grounds the Orthe 
-dox Church hath hitherto retained this practife,and fha] 


al 


the Covenam of crac, and them who are not, 


| 


“Phe matterthen being of fuch‘confequence; and mang 


eafieto imaginc,through the fubtilty,activicy, and diligenc | 
of {uch as with a great fhew of Scriptures,and under a pref 


that I intend to {peake-of it under two arguments 
er them fhall. indeayour to Anfwer wharfoever 
have found of any moment objected to the contrary. 

\ My firlt Argument is this, The infants of beteeving Pa 
aréfoederati , therefore they muff bee fignati: they « 
within the Covenant of grace, belonging to Chrifts bedy, king 
dome, family, therefore are to of the feale of hisCo 
venant , or the badge between them who are und 


ordinary Anfwertothis Argumentis, by 


that Infants'are under the Covenant of Grace; onely fomé 
few deny the confequence’, that although they were with 


inthe Covenant, yet it followes not that they muft bee fea 
led, becaufe (fay they) the Women among the Jewes were 
under the Covenant, yet received not Circumcifion, whic 

was the feale ofthe Covenang, but this receives an eafi¢ 
anfwer, the Women were Circumcifed inthe Males, elfé 


couldnot God have faid,that the whole houfe of //rael were 


Circumciféd in the flefh ,<lf¢ could not the whole Na 
tion of the Jewes bee called the Circumecifion , in of 
pofition to all the werld befide, who were called the Uncir 


. Bur forthe better clearing of this whole Argument 3 


‘fhall indeavour'to make good thefe five Conclufions. 
five Conciufi- Rift, that the Covenant of Grace hath alwayes for fat 


ftance been one andthefame. 
Second 
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| A Sermon of the Baptiting 
Secondly, God will havethe Infants of fuchas enter in- 


» 


“Thirdly, God hath ever fince: Abrahams time, had a 
B® Scale'to be applyed to fuch as enter into Covenant with 
= Fourthly, by Gods owne order the Seed, or Infants of 
Covenanters before Chrifts time, were to be fealed with the 
feale of admiffion into his Covenant, well as their Pa- 
| Fifthty, the priviledge of fuch asardin Covenant fince 
Chiriftstime, are as honourable, large, and comfortable: 
bothto themfelves and their children ag they were ‘before 
Chrifts time: andthefe five Propofitions made good, the 
Argument will be ftrongandundeniable, = 
The firkis, That the Covenant of Grace, for (ubjtance bath 
| almayes been one and the fame , -both to the Lewes and to the 


Gentiles. Which tounderftand, know, that the new and li- of grace always 


ving way to life was firft revealed to Adam immediately 
S after his fall, and that bleffed promife concerning the See 

f ofthe woman was often renewed, and the Patriarchs faith 
therein, and falvation thereby, recorded plentifully in the 
B Scripture: but the firft time that ever it was revealed under 
the expreffe name ofa League or Covenant was with Abra- 
bam. and therefore we fhallneedlooke no higher then his 
~dayes: who becaufe he was the firft explicite Covenanter,is 
called the facher of the faithfull, and ever fince clearly hath 


“allthe World been divided intotwo diftint bodies, or 
| milies ; the one called thé Kingdome, City, Houthold of 


te — 


themfelves, and thefe were called the Children of God, the 


Serpent, ‘Strangers from of grace, without God 


to Covenant with him, be counted hip as well as their 


+ God, to which all who own the way to life were to joine 


Sons of Abrabam, the Children of the Kingdome: all the reft 
of World, the Kingdo the Devil, the Seed of the 
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The Covenant 


the fame 
fubftance. 


9 | 
ma | 
isenc | 
a pre 
claim | 
d upd 
Y rtho 

d fha | 

menrs 

Conelu 1074. | 

I ft 

om 
Wit 
fe: 

wer 
fiic 
4] 

wer if 
Na | 

fuk 


Wherein lies 
the fubgance 
of the Cove- 


Gen. 17.1. &c. 
Gal. 3.15. 
Rom. 4.3. 
} John § 55. 


Gal.3.6. 
Gen, 17.1. 
Gen, 18.19. 


Gal, 3.17.19. 


Though not 
the fame for 

ganner of ad- 
miniftration, 


_ A Sermon of the Baptiring of Infants. 
inthe werld, Now. that this Covenanc-of Grace 


hath for fubftance been alwayes the fame ;. for fubftance L 


fay, for wee muft diftinguifh betwixt the Covenant it felfe, 


and the manner of adminiftration of, this Covenant: The 
fubftance of the Covenant on Gods part was, tobe Abra- 
hams God, and the God of his Seed,to be an Al-fufficient por- 


tion,an Al-fufficient reward for him, to give Chrift to 


him, and Reg with lim, both of -Fuflification and 


of Sanctificatian, and everlafting. life. On Abrahams part the 


 fubftance of the Covenant was , to beleeve inthe promifed 


Meffiah, to walke before God with a perfect heart,to ferve 
God according to his revealed wil,to safrud his family, 
The manner of this Covenant at the firft 


‘was by types, and fhadowes, facrifices, rc. And foure hun- 


dred and thirty yeeres after the Law was added with great 


terrour upon Mount Sinai, not as a-part of this Covenant, 


but asthe Apoftle faith expreflely, it. was added becaufe of 
Tranfgrefsions,tobee a Schoolemafter to whip to Chrift ; 


. Plainly in that giving of the Law, there was fomething of 


the Covenant of workes made with Adam in Paradife,; yet 
in orderto the Admuiniftration of the Covenant of grace , 
there was a rebearfall of the Covenant of workes , under 
which all menlie by nature, untill they bee brought under 


the Covenant of Grace: and this was delivered with great 


terrour, and under moft dreadfull penalties, that they who 


- were prone tofeeke juftification in themfelves, by finding 


the 74 theimpoffibility of their keeping the 


Law, might be driven to feeke for a better Mediator, even 


the Lord Jefus Chrift, aswas excellently fhadowed out, 


Excd.20.18,19,20. Deut. 5.24. when they cryed out to 
| Mofes, that they might nomore heare this dreadfull voice, which 


would kill chem, but that they might bee {poken unto bya 
Mediator: andGod faid, they Aad. well poken, and pre- 
{ently accepted Mofes for their typical mediator,and by him 
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eternalllife, astrue 


Sermon of the Baptiv'ing of Infants, 
gave them the Gofpel in their Tabernacle Ordinances. And 


_. there was alfo fomething of the admsinijtration of the Cove- 
| nant of grace, partly, becaufe all the threatning and curfin 


part of it was intended as a preparative and meanes to fit 


: them for Chrift; and partly, becauf@the directing part of it 
‘B® containes that very rule whereby Abraham, and all his feed 
were ordered to walke in obedience towards God. 


To conclude this, all their external! promifes in cafe of 


"obedience, all outward bleffings which were to bee enjoy- 


ed by them, the Land of Canaan , and all the good things 


| init, alloutward punifhments and threatnings, loffe of 
F their Countrey, going into Captivity, all their Sacrifices, 
their Wafhings, their Sprinklings, theirholy perfons,holy 
Feafts,andholy things, were all 


of them but fo many Ad- 
miniftrations of the Covenantof Grace: — Earthly things 
then, were not onely promifed or threatned more diftin@ly 


and fully,then now they areto them whoarein Covenant, 
but were figures, fignes, types and Sacraments. of {piritu- 
, all things,to be injoyed both by them and by us; as mi 
» bee cleared by abundance of particulars: Take butthac 
F one inftance of the Land of Canaan, which albeit in it 
© felfe ic was but like other Lands, yet was it by the Lord 
© fan@ifiedto fpirituall ends,where he would have his Taber- 

| theten Tribes were carried captive, hee is faidto have ~ 


might 


,and Temple builr, out of which land,when 


them out of his fight: the very Land being figuratively ho- 
ly,and a figne of Godsprefence, the refting of Gods peo- 
ple there a figne of their eternall reft in Heaven, into which- 


not cAfofes the Lawgiver, but Fofhua , or-fefus, thetype 
of tobring them: neither didthe Lord 
 promife them entrance into, or contunuance in that Land, 
uponthe fame conditions upon which hee. promifeth 3, 17, 18. 
Faith inthe Gofpel, withtheloveand 19. with 4. » 


feare of God, and obedience of his Commandements 


2 King. 17-18 
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Sermon of the Baptizing of lafants. 
| a Go dlinefle having then, asit hath now and alwayes, the 
20.2. of goodthings for this life , and the life to come, 
| Deur.so12. Ofearthly things, then more diftinctly andfully ,.and cypi- 
33-with 11.1. cally, but of heavenly things more generally and {paringly; 

whereas nowonthe cOntrary , thereisa more cheare and 
| full reyelationand promife of heavenly things,bur the pre- 

mife of things earthly , more gencralland {paring:. Now 
this externall of the Covenant is not the 
fame with as, as with thems, but the Covenantis the 
fame; they were under the fame. mifery by mature, had the 
fame Chrift, the Lambe flaine-from the beginning of the 
World, the fame covdrtions of Faith and repentance, tobe 
ee made partakers.of the Covenant, had the fame. graces pro- 
mifed inthe Covenant, Circumcifing of their heart, to 
ove the Lord}chc. Theirs. was dilpented in darker Prophe- 
7 <8 cjes, and obfcurer Sacrifices, types,. and Sacraments, ours. 

nore glorionfly and clearely, andin a greater meafure: the 
; ae doe: differ; bu the body is the fame in 
| The identity of Astisapparent, tf, firft, youlooke butinto the Prophe- 

the Covenant” cies that were made, Fer. 31. 33. Isiah 59.2%. Feel 2.52. 
anidmany other places,where thefame things are promifed 

to the Gentiles, when the Gofpel fhould bee preached unto 
which were firft promifed to 4brabam,and to his feed; 
burmore fully, if you look inco the New Teftamest,where 

you find, Luke 1.5.4, 55,69, 70, 72,73. Luke 2.31,32. 
Bake t.54.&. thar Chrift and the kingdome of- grace by him, is ac- 

knowledgedito be'the fumme: ef the Oathand Covenant, 
which Godhad promifedto Abraham, and tohis feed: So 
Matth,21. 41, 43. thefame Vineyar 


that was let tothe 
Jewes, fhould atrerward bee let tothe Gentiles: the fame 

-) Minedome of God which was formerly given to the Jews, 
fhould’betaken fromthem, and given to the Gentiles : So 


| 


( 
| 
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of the Baptizing of 
: frock is which formerly the Fewes had gtowne, and from 
| which they were now to be cut off, and i#to which in the 
end they fhould beingraffedagaine: So Gal. 3.8.14. 16: R 

| Abraham had the fame Gofpel preached to him, which is 
now preached to us, the fame blefsing beftowed upon. 4- 
brabam, comes onthe Gentiles through Jglus Chritt, that 
they (as wellashe) might receivethe promife-of the-Spirie 
| through Faith, they whoreceive the promite of the Spitit 
through faith, have the blefsing of Abraham come u 


| the partition wall which fevered us from the Fawes, istiow 

broken downe , andthe Gentiles who formerly were a 
farre off, are nowtakenin, and made Inter-Commoeners 
| withthe Fewes: the Apoftic alludingto the manner of the 
Jewifh worfhip,where the Court whereinthe 
did worfhip, there was another Court divided front it by a 


doxum, the Court of the Gentiles and of the uncleane,nea- 
p rerthen which none of them might approach unto’ the 
Temple but now faith he, The partition wall broken down, 
2. 4ndwee are no more ftrangers and Forainers but made fel- 

S low-Citixens with the Saints and of the honfbold of God and 
© mith them grow upimoan holy Templein the Lord, all which: 
§ thews thatthe very felfe fame priviledges formerly made 
| peculiar te the Jews,. are now through Chrifticommunica 
ted to the Gentiles. And this will yet more fully appeare,if 
} we confider how St. Paul to the Galatians, fhews that the 
fome fecdof Abraham, {o much {pokenof inthe Covenant 
with him, isnow found among the Gentiles,as it was. 
F formerly among the Jews;there you fhall find shree forts of 
wtbrabams feed : Firlt, Chrift, Gal.3.46. the root and ftock, 
the head, and elder brother of all the reft. Secondly, all 
true beleevers are Abrahams feed, cap. 3. 
' of: the Gove 


‘ 

> 
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| them:as cleare isthat,Ephe/.2.13.totheendofthe chapter, 


fept or wall, which was called, Atrium gentinm 
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Sermon of the Baptizingof 
Thirdly, you fhall find another feed of Abraham,who were & 
only circumcifed inthe flesh, and not inthe heart, who & 
though they were either borne of Abrahams feed, or profefed 
Abrahams faith, and {o were Jews fac#i, though not nati, 
made,though not borne Fewes, becomming Profelytes, ne- Me 
ver came to make Abrahams God their All-fufficient porti- 
on,, but placed their happineffe in fomewhat, which was 
not Chrift, cither by [eeking juftification by the workes of the 
Law, being ignorant of Gods righteou{nelfe, and gin about to 
eftablifh ther own nelje-did not (uamit t unto 
the righteou{uefje of God, orplaced their happinefle, fati(- 
fring the lufts of tbe flefh, going awhoring after the Crea- 
ture, and fo though they were Abrahams feed by profeffion 
and owtward cleaving tothe Covenant, yet were to be caft 
off with the reft of the uncircumcifed,of whom //hmael and 
Efaw were types , Gal. 4.22. Gc, Even fo it #-newinthe 
times ofthe Gofpel, we have now Fe/us Chrift, rhe Elder 
» brother, the firft-bavrne of the Covenart, wee havealfo 
beleevers, who are brethren and-Co-heires with him, 
who are properly the heires by promife , and we have alfo 
 fome who are onelya holy fi by externall profefzon, Gal. 
who either with the falfe Teachers,which there 
{peaks of, mingle juftification by the Law and Gojpel together, 
or with others, 27.3.5. thoughthey have a forme of 
godlinefe, yet deny the power of it in their lives and conver[ati- 
much forthe firft Conclufion, that the Covenant of 
. grace, for fubftance, was alwayes one and the fame. 
2 Ever fince God gathereda diftin®, fele@ number out of 
Infancstaken the world, tobe his Kingdom,City, Houfe-hold, in oppo- 
jimo Covenant fitionto the reft in the world, which is the kingdom, city, 
| a **. houfe-hold of Satan, he would have The Infants of all who 
taken inte Covenant with him, to bee accounted his, to belong 
him, tohis Church and Family, and not tothe Devils. As it 
is in other Kingdoms, Corporations,and Families, the it 
| 
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Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants, 
i OF all Subjects born in a Kingdome, are born that 


got-boraa flave, where any are bought to bee fervants, 


B wts. Thus it is by the Laws of almoft all Nations, and 
ys hath the Lord ordained, jit fhall bein his Kingdom and 
;. the.C4i/dren follow the Covenant-condition of 


+ ¢Childrenin with him, if hee rejeétthe Parents out of 
» ovenant, the children are caft out with them ; Thus with- 
E gall queftion it was inthe time of the Jews, Gen. 17. 9, 

yehen any of any other Nation, thougha Canaanite 
Hitsite, acknowledged Abrahams God to bee their God, 
P yand their chi/dren came into covenant together. 

And fo it continues fill, though the Anabaptifts boldly 
Pay itt Act. 2. 38,39. when Peter exhorted his hearers, 
ho were pricked in their hearts, to repent and be baptized 
Bxthe remiffion of fins, he ufeth an argument to perfwade 


for the Promife (faith hee) unto you amd wnto your 
Bildren, and to all that are afarre-off, even as many as the Lord 


ieGed fhall call: if once they obey the call of God, as 4- 


ba,whether they who obey this call were the prefent Jews 
ywhom he fpake,, or.were afarre off: whether by afarre 
f,you will meane the Gentiles,who as yet wor/hipped afarre 
forthe Jews, or any who as yet werewzberm,and fo were 
hive off in time, or whether they dwelt in the remoteft 
of the world, and fo were afarre off in place; the Ar- 
ament holds good to the end of the world; Repent and be 


Ghoft , Fox the to you and to-your chit 


brahams Copy I will beethy God,andthe God of thy feed.Ler 


yinces Subjects;where the Father is a Free man, thechilde 


Rarents,if hee take a Fatherinto Covenant, he takes. 


m, taken from the benefit which fhould come to their po- 


did, the promile was made to them andso their chil- 


otized for the remiflion of fins, and yee fhall receivethe 
i, they fhall bee made free of Gods City, according to 


© ir children born in their Mafters houfe, are born his gS 


Hofea 2,2. 
Exod.12.48) 


49. 
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now: he made a fonne of Abraham : thatis, 


rdinary 


¢all,. ifthe 


naberter condition then the reft of the Pagan world, 


Ghildren fisll left ont: had this thinke youbeen 2 co 
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Sermenof che of Infams, 
ZAthewe che Publicane once receive Chrikt himfelfe, bel 
{ome thinke he was; be hea great finner,e 
ed-as heathen, as we all know he was, let him profeffe 
faith of Chrift,and the Covenant of falvation comes tame 


ry gif 
we ail kay 
ho then beleeved and were baptized , did nog 
ceive thofe extraordinary gifts of the holy Ghoft , and bei 
this Argument remaines ftillin force to bee ufed tothe 
of the World, Who ever beleeves and is baptiXed , (hall 
remi(ionof fins,and the gift of the Ghof: Which 
nor true, if by the holy Ghoft was meant onely thofe exif 


hams promifenewreachethhim, 
» Neithgncamthe evidence of this plaee be eluded by 
ing, the promife here meant, is of the extraordina 
the hoft, to {peake with tonenes, crc. For 


Wor, fecondly, can it bee avoided by that fhift of othil 
thus; To you and your children as 
them as the Lerd fhall call: thatis, (fay they) whether y 
felwes, or yourciildren, or any other whom the Lord 
repent and be baptized , they fhall receive ci 
giftofthe holy Ghoft,  forit is plaine that the ftrengch 
this. Argument lieth inthis, That if they did repent a 
were baptized, the promife fhould bee made good to the 
and to their children , and what-comfortable argument c 
this bee,taken from relpe& to their children, ifthe Ap 
ftle muft be interpreted as thefe men would have him? vi 
Kem and your Children bave hitherto beene an holy feed, b 
nom if jou.beleeveimChrift your felves, ‘your children {hal 


from the Covenant of God, but if afierward any of them, 
the Heathen parts beleeve and be baptiz 
their particular per{ons bee tooke into Covenant, but 
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A Semon of the Baptixing of Infants. 
table Argument to perfwade themto come in, in’ relati- 


® | ftrengthof the argument is, God hath now remembred his Co- 
to Abraham,in fending 
me mifed tobe the God of him and his feed , doe not you by your un- 

beliefe, deprive your felves, and your pofterity of fo excelent « 


on to the good of their children‘afcer them’ The plaine 


that blef[ed feed, in whom he pro- 


gift. And except in relationtothe Covenant, there was 
‘no occafion to name-their children, it had beene fuffici- 


m. ent to have faid, a promifeismadeto « many as the Lord 


foall call, 


m As plaine itis out of therr of the Rem.16. &c. whiere Rom.11.16; 
the Apoftles {cope is tofhew that wee Gentiles have how °P**** 
my the fame graffing intothe true Olive which the Sewes for- 

metly had, and our prefent craffing in, is an{werable to their 

prefent cafting out, and their taking én in the latter end of 

the World, fhall be the (ame graffing in ( thoughmore glo- 

| rioufly ) as ours « mow: Nowall know that when they 

P were taken in, they and their Children were .taken in, 


when they were broken off, they and their children were 
broken off, when they fhall be taken ia, in the latter 
end of the world, they and their Children fhall be: takemin, 
and that becaufe the root ts holy, thatis, Gods Covenant with 
braham, Ifaac and Tacob, extends yet unto them when ther 
unbeliefe hall be taken away-. The rootbeing like Nebuchad- 
mexzars tree, the tree hewen downe, and the rooo bound 
with a band of iron untill feven times were gaffed over it, 
and then the bands fhould be broken, andthe root fheuld 
fpring , and the tree fhould growagaine: fetheir prefent — 
Nation Like this tree , is cut downe , and this Aoly root the 
Covenant made with their forefathers, is fufpended, bound 
with an iron barre of wnbelecfe, blindneffe being come 
them, untill she fulneffe ofthe Gentiles become in and then alk 
Irael foallbe faved. marke that in all this difcourle, the 
holinefle of the branches there {poken of, is meant ofa 
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of the Baptixingof Infants. 

inherent holinefle, but a derivative holinefle,aho- 
linefle derived to them fromtbeit Ancefors , the firft fru t is 
haly, the holy, the root boly , the brnaches holy, thatis, 
the Fathers haly accepted in Covenant with God, the Children 
beloved for fathers fake, and:when the vaile of unbe- 
licfe thall be tgkenaway, the children and their pofteriry 
fall becaken pain aufe beloved for their fathers fakes, 
Now then if omy graffing is, bee anfwerable to theiss in all, 
orany of thefeghree particulars, we and our children are 
grafted in together. 
= here js no mention made of Infants graffing in. 
nfo. muft not teach the Lord to fpeake, bur 
with reverence fearch out his meaning, there is no mention 
gnade of cafting out the Fewsfb Jnfants neither here nor elfe- 
_ where: when he fpeakes of taking away the Kingdome of 
_ Godfromthem, and giving itto the Gentiles who would 
bring forth fruit, no mention of the Jafants.ofthe one, or of 
the ether , bue the oneand the other for thefe outward. dif- 
ate comprehended in their parents, the 
auchesinthe root, the Infants ef the godly in their parents, 
according to the tenor of his mercy, the infants of the wicked 
in their Parents,according tothe terior of hisjuftice. 
~~ And yetplainer, (if plainer may be ) isthat {peech of 
the Apoftle in 1 Corinth. 7.14. The nnbeleeving busband is 
by he wife, andthe unbeleeving wife [anétified by 
phe bwwband, elfe were your childrenuncleane, but sow they are 
plane {cope and meaning whereof is this the 
ing Corinthians , among other cafes of con{cience 
which they had fentto the Apoftle for his refolution of, 
‘had written this for one, whether it were lawfull for them 
who were converted, ftillto retaine their infidell wives, 
or husbands : their doubt féemes to arife fromthe Law of 
Ged, which was in force to the Nation of the Jewes ,; God 
had notenely forbidden fuch marriages to his people, but 
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Ser mom of the Baprixing: of Infants, 
in Exva’stivae, they put away not onely their wives» bur 


‘Min Nehemiahs time, the children who were borne of fuch 
miarriages,were accounted a Munerelll kind, whom Nebemi- 


all the children that were borne of thera, 2s not belonging 
tothe Common-wealth of Ifrael; andit was done accor 
= ding tothe Law, andthat Law was not a particular Edi& 
= “which they did agree upon, butaccording to the ftandi 
& Law of -Mofes, which that word there ufed fignifieth, an 


4h curled. Now hereupon thefe Corinthians doubted whe- 
s thertheir children, as well as their wives were not to be ae- 
counted #ncleane, and fo be put away according to thofe 
ose ; to which the Apoftle anfwers, No, they were 


Law was in forcetothe Fewes, beleeving Chriftians were 
| notin thatcondition, the unbeleeving wife was fanGified 
| inthe beleeving husband, quead hoc, fo farre , as to bring 


were unbeleevers , fo that neither of themhad a preroga- 


s children would be anuncleane Progeny ; er were the chil- 
dren to be reckoned in the condition of the worfer parent, fo 
“that the anbeleever could contribute more to Psgani/me, then 
the beleever to Chriftianity; it were fo likewile: but the 

cafe is otherwife, the beleeving husband hath by Gods 

ordinance a fanctified ufe of his unbeleeving foas.b 
Gods fpeciall promife made to beleevers and their Seed, 


relation to the pofterity for Pirituall priviledses, as in other 
marriages, forcivill priviledges, as fuppole agPrince, or No- 
blemanmarry witha woman of bale or meanebirth; though | 
in generallit be true, that the chil ren of thofe that be bafe, 
arc born bafe, as well as the of Nobles ate 


sorte be put away : {peciall reafon foever, that 
othe | 


forth an holy feeds were it with them as when bethof them = 


tive to entitletheir children to the Covenang of grace, their » eet 


they were invefted, in,and tothe moft (pirituall endof 
riage, the continuance of a holy feed,whereinthe Church isto ‘ 
be propagated tothe worlds end; and the cafe is bere in 


Ezra,lo.4. 


ann 
Nehem.13, 


| 
| 
f 
| 
ur 
if 
of 
of 
i{- 
be | 
tS, | 
ca 
of | 

is 
by | 
are 
he | 
ice 

i 

es, 
od 
Sut 

in | 


foure 


Argument Firft, uncleannefle and-holineffe, when oppofed one to 
the other, are never taken for ¢-vily lawfull or unlawfull, 
helincceno indeed, when oppoledtocleanneffe,may betaken 


)} whereraken in feverall fenfes, an uncleane veffell,an uncleane cloth, an 
for civilly law-. 
fall, 
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Sermonefthe Baptixing of Infants. 
Noble,yet here the iflue hath honewr from the F.ther, and is 
not accounted ba/e by the bafeneffe of the Mosher. This 
‘take.to bethe plaine meaning of the Apoftlesan{fwer: But 

becauge the Anabaptifis do very much indeavour to weaken 

| the evidence of this Argument, I fhall indeavourtocleare & 
itfromthei exceptions. They utterly deny that this place 

is meant of any-F eacrall é, of legitimation, which 

they call civill holinefle , and fo interpret the Corinthians 

| doubt to be, whether there marriage with Unbeleevers were 

| wot mow a nullity, and their children thereupon to bee 

| rious, illegitimate, or Baftards, andthe Apoftles anfwer to 

be, that becanfe the Unbeleeving wife fanctified tothe be- 

Leewing husband, chavis , their marriage remaines lawfull, 

therefore their children are not {purious, but lawfully be- 
carly prove 
thing but dzrty,or /pertea:but when uncleannes 1s oppofed to 
bolinefe, it is always takenina facred{ente, referring toa 
 Tabervacle ufe, toa right of admiffion into, or ufein,the Ta- 
_ bernacle. or Temple, which were typesto us of the vifible 
rTim.4.5. . Church: and Aolineffeis alwaies taken for a feparation of per- 
foms or things. from common. to facred ufes : Even the meats 
arinkes of beleevers fanttified to them,ferve for a religious 
end and ufe,cven to refrefh them , who are the Temples of 

the holy Ghoft, fo that they have notonely.a lawfull, buc @ 
an boly ufe.of their meat and drinke,’which Unbeleevers have 
ll and drinke is civilly law- 
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And whereas fome lay, 1 Theff. 4. .3, 4,5. that chaffity Object. | i 


A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 


morall vertue- found among Heathens, is called by the name 
of Sanctification, Let every one polfeffe his veffell, not in the luft 
of concupi{ence, but in fication and honour. 


Anfwer, Chaftityamong Heathens, is nevercalled San-. 
ification , but among beleevers it may well bee called fo, 
being a part of the new. creation,a branch of their fanétifi-- 
cation,wrought by the Spirit of God; a part of the inward- 


adorning of the Femple of theholy Ghoft. So that the 


meaning cannot be,your children are holy,thatis,now they 
are wot baffards, but rather, whereas before, both you and 


S they-were wasleane, and might have nothing to doe with the 
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le of God , sow both you and your children are a hely 
, according as was fhewed to Peter in his vifion, where 
God fhewed him 5 that the Gentiles formerly no better then 


| uncleane beafts , and creeping things, fhould’ upon their con- 
verfion to Chrift bee, no. longer efteemed: common. or dee’ 


filed. 


Secondly, this being fo, had this been ‘the meanin 
} were your Children uncleane, but now they ate holy, elfe had 
your children been Baffards ,. butnow they: are Legitimate; 


the Apoftles anfwer had not been trwe,becaufe then if one 


ing abeleever, fanétified his unbeleeving Wife, their chil- 
dren muft have been Baftards.: whereas wee know their: 
children had been legitimate , being borne in lawfull Wed- 


locke, though: neither of the Parents had beena beleever: 
Marriage being a fecond Table duty, is /awfall(though not. 
fanctified) to Pagansas wellas to Chriftians,and the legi- 
~ timatjon or illegitimation of the iffue depends not upon the 
Faith, but upon the marriage of the Parents; let the mar-. 


riage be lawfull , and the iffue is legitimate, whether one, or 
both, or neither of the Parents be beleevers or infidels: take 
but away lawfull marriage, 


nts had not been a Beleever, and fo by his be-— 


berwixt the Manand the Wo-. 
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Strmon of the Baptizing of Infants: =. 
aman, arid the iffue is illegitimate, whether one or beth, or 
neither of the’ Parents are beleevers or infidels: withall,if 
the children.of Heathens be Baftards , and the marriage of & 
Heathens no matriage, then thereis no adultery.among 
heathens, and fo the feventh Commandement is altoge- 
therin vaineinthewordsoficastothem. = 

‘Belides St. Pawls realon had no frength in it, 
Apoftics argue the Text wereto be interpreted.as thele men would have it, 
menthadan) Their doubt (fay they) was, that their marriage was an un- 
interptered as. lawfull wedlocke, and fo confequently theirchildren Ba- @ 
would ftards;now thark what kind ofan{wer they makethe Apo- 
wi fle gives Wereyee not lawful man andwife, ysur children were 

Baftards.; but ethe unbeleeving wife is [ync¥ified inthe 
orc. becaxfe your marriage is 4 lawfull marriage, 
children are legitimate. ftrength of reafon is in this? 
ifthishad been theit doubt or queftion, whetherthen mar- 
were not anullicy, the Apoftle by fis Apoftolick: 
thority might lave defin:tively anf{wered , without giving a 
your marriage good, and legitineate 
but if Paw! will to fatisfiethem by reafon,and prove 
them to be miftaken, it. behoved him to give fuch arealon 
which fhoidd have-fome weight init, but this hgth none, 
 fettheit doubt(as thele men frameit)and the Apéttks an- 

{wer )asthefemen interpret him) together,and you will ea- 
fily fee theinvalidicy of it, We doabr,fay the Corinthians, 
are not lawfull man and wife, and that therefore ourchil- . 
dren are baftards. Ne, faith Paul, you are miftaken, ad I 
- it thus,Were yce not lawfull manand wife, your children” 
were baftards, but becaufe yee ave lawfull mas and wife, your 
, Children are not baftards, Istheteany Argument or proofe 
4.Argument. Fourthly, according to this their imterpretation , the A- 


pofties anfwer could no wayes have reached tothe quictiie’ 
theirdouk, their-doubt. was, » whether according 


r 
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UA Sermon of she Baptizing of Infants, 

to the example in they were not co put away their 

wivesand children, as not belonging to God, 4 

whom God would not own among his people; now what _ 

would this have given them that 
their children were not Baftards? We know the did - aa 

‘not put away theit Baftards , as not belongin 

nant of God; Phares,and Zarsh, and Fepthah, and innume- 

rable others,though were circumsifed, and notcut 

| off from the people of God. 

s And whereas fome object out of Dewt.23.2.that battards 

not belong toche Covenant among the -Fews, becaufe 

God there forbad abaftard to come into the Congregation of the 


= 
-~ 
— 
— 
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' Church, or fome fuch like thing , and not of being under 
§ the Covenant, belonging to the Church: as is manifeft,not _ 
| onely by what hath now {aid of Fepthah and others, | 
‘who were circumcifed and offered Sacrifices, and drew nigh to 
| Géd,aswell as any other ; but the verv text alledged gives 1 
| fafficient light , that it cannot be meant otherwaies; be- if 
caufe in that place, whe ever tan Ewnuch, or woundedin- 
| bis ftones, hath the fame exclufion from thecongregation of 
the Lord: and I hope nomanwilldare.to.fay, that wwe 
fach are holy to the Lord:it they thould,the Scripture is fulle- 
againftthem : that puttingawayiné{ra wasofan 
higher nature then bare illegitimation , and therefore it be- 
hooved the Apoftle to give another manner of fatisfacti- 


Anfwer, that is meane onely of bearing Office in the Deus 


on totheir doubtfull confciences , then torell them their. 
Children were not baftards: Therefore I conclude , that 
thes being the frvits of omeof the Parems being belee- 
meant of fomekind of bolinefe, t motcom- 
them wlofe Parents are botl wnbeleeversana 


wer, muft 
mon to the feed of 
“that isenoughforourpurpole— 

Yetthere remaines two Objections ¢ 
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which are-madeagainft thisourinterpretation. 
the Unbeleeving wife; ishere{aid to be :[anttified; as 
asthe Child isfaid to bee holy , and the Originall word 
isthe fame for both,one the verd,the other the souse:if then 
the chilis holy, witha faderalt holineffe,cthen is allo the un- 


. 


beleeving wife fanétificd witha faderall fanttificatien , and{o 
the wife, although remaining a heathen,may be 
tobelong tothe Covenantof graces 
pets I an{wer; Indeed there would be weighrin this objection & 
ifthe Apoftle had faid the wabeleeving Wife is fanttified, 
afdno more, as hee fimply fays, the children are holy, but 
wellasin,as thathe doth not fay, he faith indeed the unbekeving wife 
Gal ssfanctified in the beleewing husband, or to the beleeving hus- 
42,1Cor.715 Sand: that is, tohis ulejas all othercreaturesare, asthe bed 
lieson, the meat hee eats, the cloathes hee weares., the 
Beaft he rides on, are fanctified to him, and fo this fapétifi- 
of the wife is not a fanétification-of fate, but onely 


| 


yer counted 


| 
| 
| 


ofwfe,and of this ufe co be fanctified to the beleeving husband; 
whereas the holines and{an@ification that is {poken of the 


j children, is a holineffe of fate, and not enly a fancification 

holineffe of the Childten is here meant, which § 
gould notbe, unleffeone.of the Parents were. fanctifyed 
to the other, whichis the force ofthe Apoftles.arguing,the 


unbeleever  fantified to the beleever elfe were not the ehil- 
hy, butt bur federal holineffe of children 
le where the Parents are not fanctified,one or tothe 
other, asin baftardy, Davids child by Bath/heba, Phares 
and Zarah, Fudabs children by Thamar, the Ifraelites. chil- 
 dremby the Concubines, Abrabams fonne Ifhmael by Hagar, 
in. which cafes the childrenwere foederaily 4oly, and 
-accordingly were citcumeiled , yet the Harlot nor dan- 
Ctiffed im or tethe Adulterer or Fornscator, though a,belee- 
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Lanfwer,we muft attend the Apoftles fcope,wshis to | 
that thechildren would be ifthe 

= {hip of one of the Parents could not remove the barre, which 

| lies in the orber, being an unbeleever, againft the producing 

ofan holy feed, becaufe one of them was a Pagan or unbeleever, 

thereforethe child would not be a holy feed, unleffe the faith or 

beleever{hip of the other Parent ,cowld removethis bar:Now this 

can have no place of an Argument, in any cafe, where one 

of the Parents is not an Infidel : but this was not the cafe a- 


sd, mong the Jews, Hagar ,and Thamar, andthe Concubines, 
auc however finfull in thofe aéfs, yet themfelves were beleevers, 


belonging to the Covenant of God, and that barre lay nor 
ppaintt theirchildren, as did in the umbeleeving wife: indeed 

a beleeving man er woman fhould adulterenfly begeta 
childe upon a Pagan,a Heathen, or Unbeleevertherethis ob-. 


jeCtion deferves to bee further weighed, but here it comes 
ely not withinthecompaffeofthe Apoftles Argument. 
nd; Before I paffe from this fecond conclufion,let me further Reafen why 


God will have § 


the thew you why the Lord will have the children ofbelegving 


Parents reckoned even intheit Infancy, to belong accoumedhis, | 


a Firlt, his own beneplacitum,his free grace and favour which 
ich moves him to thew mercy to whom he will, is a fufficient 
ed all: But fecond! y,he will have it for glo- 
the ty. .Itis the honour of other Princes,that all who are born 
 in thei kingdome fhould bee accounted borne their 
-. and the honour of great Mafters, that the children of their 
fervants bornintheir houfes, fhould be born their fervants: 
Ay Solomon counts ita piece of his glory, that he had fervants Eccheli2e7, 
born in his houfe. Andon theother fide, itis a difhonour 
hf toa King not to be able legally to lay claime tothofe bora 
bis kingdome, but that another King, yea,an enemy might 

them to be 4% Subjects, Soisic withthe 
ord, he having left all the reftof the world, to bevifibly 
-1 fine devils kingdeme, will not for his own glories fake pet- 
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i. Sermon of the Baptixing of Enfants. 

mit the Devil ta come and lay vifibleclaime to the foanes 
and daughters, begotten bythofe who are the children of 
the moft High.’ And thirdly; he:dothit both for the com- 
 fertand daty of thofe who are in Covenant with him,partly 
I fay, for their comfort and priviledge, whilethey may fee 
- their children vifibly to be provided for by a better Father, 
- under ‘a Covenant of Grace, to whofe care, and un- 
der whofe wing they may leaverhem,when themfelves hal 
faile, and partly to bee an obligation to bring them up for 
God, not to themfelves, much lefle tothe devil, but ever 
upon themfelves in the education of their children’, 
tobe but wurfing Fathers and Mothers, to train them up inthe 
aurture and feare of the Lord, unto whofe kingdom, family, 

and Covenant they thus belong. 
_»< [have been'the larger upon thefe two firft Conclufions, 


beetinfeindeett the proving of thefe gains the whole caufe, 


. ifthe Covenant bethe fame, and children belong toit,then 
they to be owned as Covenanters, and to be admitted to 
the diftinguifhing or difcriminating fign betwixt Gods peo- 
le'arid the devils, and'this the moft learned-of the Ana- 
aptifts doe profeffe, ‘that if they-knew a Child to be holy, 
they would baptize it. In the other Conclufions I thall be 


hath appointed and ordained a Sacrament o: 


feale of initiation to be adminiftred unte them who enter into Co- 
venant with him,Circumeifionfor the time of that adminiftra- 
tion’ which was before Chrifts incarnation, dptifme fince the 
incarnation, both of them the:/ame facramient for 
the pait,thongh differing inthe outward Elements: 
bothappointed to bee diftinguifhing figres, betwixt Gods 

people, and thé Devils people; both of thentthe!way and 

means of folemne entrance and admiffion incothe: Church: 
both ofthem to be'adminiftred but oxce; and none might be 


the Compounion of the Church of the Jewes 
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Sermonof the Baptiring of 
es BB untill they were cércumcifed,nor into the Cogemunion of the 
of Church of che Chriftians untill they bee BaptiXedsnone but. 
the circumcifed might eat of the Lamb, none may 
ly #® bur thofe who are baptized, be admitred to eat the Lords: 
ee BR Supper, which fucceeds in the room of thePafleover, and 
this our Lord himfelfe taught usby his owneexample, who 
in- was circwmcifed, asa profefled member of the Church: 
val Be the Jews, and when he fer up the new Chriftian Church 
for Mi he would be initiated into ét, by the Sac 
n,@ Ofthis Conclufion thete is no great doubt, but becanfe 


ly, tifme co fucceed in the roome,’place and ule of ‘Circumci- 

| fion, be plealed to obferve how plaine the Apoftle makes 
it, 2.8,9,10,%1;12. where the Apoftles {copeis 

| to diffwade the beleeving Chriftians from the rudiments — 
of theworld, and Jewifh Ceremonies , and obfervations - 

| upon this ground, that we ave compleat in Chrift, and that 

| inhimas in the head, the Church hath all perfections, and 
becaufé he would take them wholly off ftom Gircumeifion, 
the ufe wherof ingaged them tothe ule of the reft of Jewith 


Ceremonies, he tels them, that in Chrift me are circumecifed 


‘with a Circumcifion made without hands (a better circumeifion 
then the Jews was) inputting off the body of the finnes of she 
fic hh by the circumcifion of Chrift.And whereas the Fewi/h tea- 
chers would beeready to object that the receiving of the 
inward ovace of Circumcifion, did not make them 10 com- 
pleate as Abraham and his feed was, becaule they alfo 
had an odtward fenfiblefigne whereby they ‘might be 
ther per/waded, comforted, and confirmed , to this he anfwers, 
iid wer. 19, That neither is this priviledge wanting to Chriftians 
Ch; who haveas excellencatd expreffe 2 Sactanient Of it; being 


downe, and therefore not Circumcifion, 


efit of Bap- 


the fore of the Anabaptifts doe deny the Sacrament of bap- 
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their falf¢ Teachers infinuated , thereby’ tea- 


ching that our baptifme is in ftead of their circumcifion. 
yo the Analogy lies betweene two Sacramentall types. 
of the fame fubftance [regeneration] toboth Fews and Gen- 
tiles. And initruth had not baprifme come in the roome of 
it, the Apoftlecouldnot have pitched upon a wortle in- 
ftance then thatof ,Circumcifion; which was fo mnch va- 
lued by them, and was fo great and ufefulla priviledge un- 
sothem: Nor had there been any reafon to have herena- 
med B.ptifme, but that he meant to fhew baptifm to Chri- 

_. ftians,was-now in the rcom of circumcifion to the Jews. 

», ~« That by Gods owne expreffe order, infants as well as growne 
mere in the time of the Lewes to be imitiated and fealed with 
figne of Circumcifion; ‘Whether Jewes by nature, or 
the Gentiles,one law was for them al, if they 
| i= receive the Covenant, they and their children receive cir- 
cumeifion: and-although, as Itouched before, this figne 

was aéfwallyapplyed onely to the males,yet the were 
wirtually carcumcifed in them, as is apparent both becaufe 
“a the whole Church of the Jewes were called the circumci- 
fion, and becaufe by Gods expreffe order , no uncircumci- 
fed perfon might eat of the Pafleover, which wee are fure 
the women didas well. asthemen. whereas fome 
who fee which way the Srvagihns this-Conclufion ben- 
~ deth; doealledge, that though. Circumcifion was to bee 
applyed to their infants , yetit was not as a feale of the 
*(pixituall part of the Covenant of Grace, but as a'nationall 
badge,a feale of fome temporall and earthly blefings and 
priviledges, asoftheir sightto the Land of Canaan, Gc. 
and chat J/hmael though hee was circumcifed for fome tem- 
poralirefpects, yet hee.was not thereby. brought under the 
of grace, which exprefly- faidto.be made with 


eRe is nothing plainer then-that the Covenant: 
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i whereof Circumeifion was the figne, was the Covenant of Rom. 4.11: 


| Grace, A braham received Circumcifion a figne Of the 
righteoufnefie of Faith, andthe Fewes 
i Nation, but as a Church, as a people feparated from the | 
i world, and taken into Covenant with God: It is true in- | 
| deed, that Circumcifion bound them who received it, to - 4 
confurme to that manner of adminiftration of the Cove- 4 
nant which was carried, much, ‘by a way of Temporal 
bleSings and punifhments, they being types of fpirituall 
things; but no man canever fhew that any were to receive 
the Sacrament of Circumetfion in relation cto thefeoms- 
ward things onely, or tothem at all, further then. they were 
adminiftrations of the Covenant of Grace; furelam,the | 
Profelytes and their children could not be circumcifed inany 
relation at all to the bleflingsofthe Landof¢Ga- 
waanas they were temporal, becaufe notwithftandingtheir 
Circumcifion they were not capable of receiving, or pur- 
‘chafing any inheritance at all in that Land; fojourne 
there they might, as other ftrangers alfo did, but the 
inheritance of the Land, no, not one foot.of it could 

ever be alienated from te feverall Tribes. to whom it ; 
was diftributed as their: pofleflion by the moft High’: 9. 
For all-the Land was divided unto twelve Tribes, and 25.13.,. 
they were not any one of them allowed to fell their ~~ 
lafids longer then till the yeare of Jubilee,Ze #.25.13,8¢. 
Yea, I may boldly fay, that their Circun fioh was fo 
faire from sealing to them the outward good tings ‘of the 
Jand, that it occafioned'and tyed them to a ie expence 


oftheir temporall bleffings by their long, angggequent, and 
‘chargeable journeys, to worlhip at Hierufal¥n. And as 


for what was alledged concerning the aniwerlis 
eafie, God declares that fhould bee the 


eof Chrift, and thar the Covenant of race fhould bee 
and concen is fail ye th 
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Bermon of the Baptizing of Tafants. 
theweftrof Abrahams family were realy taken into Cove- 
unrill afterward by Apoftafie they difcovenanted 
did /awafterward, though he were the 

family God had’ promifed the Cove- 
_ ©) Fifehly-and laftly,the priviledges of uxder this 
faft and bet ofthé Covenaiit of ma- 

made more and: comfortable, 

| ithen ever they inthe time of the Jewes adminiftrations 
many Scriptures fpeake of inlargement of their privi- 
tedges; not one forthe diminifbing,or depre(ing, or extenua- 
of hem; yoke,that hard and coftly way of admi- 

tmiftration, which neither they nor their fathers were able 
is taken off from our fhoulders our Covenant is 

| -faid ro be eftablifhed upon better promifis thejlory of theirs 
2Cor.310, “hadno glory inrefpect of ows, they’were under the bon- 
dage'of Infants under age,in compatifon of our freedome,we 
as wellias they arecalled a ho/y Nation, a peculsar people, a 
chofen generation, feparaged to him‘from all other peaple, to 


as wellas'tothem’ belongsthe adoption, the Cove- 
the promifes weas wella@chey, injoy him to be our 
= 8». Rather, and with his deareft Son our Lord, are made C, - 


heires of the Kingdome of glory, we have all thefé things 
not onely in the clearnefle of the admini- 
ftration, but in fome feniec in greater extent to perfons with 
Somi¢indéed gee aboutto thew, that in fome things the 
had greater ptiviledges then’ Wee have , as that Abra- 
bam bad the priviledge to be called the Father of the faith- 
full; chat Chrift fhoula be borne of his flefh; Mary had the privi- 
-dedgeta bethe Morher of Chrift, and the whole Nation this 
priviledge God will call in their feed again,afver they had 


ft off for unbelief many hundred ycers, which privi- 


fay they,none of the Genriles have, or camhaye. 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants, 
But thefethings have no weight: wee areine 
S quiring for priviledges which are branches of the Covenant 
of grace, which every'man who is Covenant with God, 
might expect from God by vertue of the Covenant, werehe 
a few or a Profelyte,not for any particular or peculiar favour’ 
'e a particular man, or woman, or family, of tribe: Allthefe 
forementioned things, awd many: other of thelikekind: (#3? 
ithe ffery of the Tabérmacleand Templeto belong: to one: 
| Tribe, the Kingly office to one Family, {uch and fuch’ men 
never to lacka man of their houfeto rand before God) pro-' 
ceeded indeed from Free-erace, but were no'parts'of that 
Covenant offgrace’ which God madeto Abraham, andall 
Seed: For could every manin Covenant challengethefe™ 
sthings at Gods hand, and that by vertue of the Covenant? 
s Could every one of them promife to himfelfe thar Chrift’ 
fhould be born of his flefh? Or every one of their women | 
that fhe fhould be the mother of Chrift ? Could every ofte 
whom God owned to bein Covenant with him, promife 
| by vercue of the Covenant, that their children if caftoffby 
| wnbeleefe; Thouldafter many hundred yeers be againe called” 
in? We {peake only of priviledges as were 
and commen to all who Were in Covenant,for which by ver- 
tie of the Covenant they might relie upon God; Ler any 
man fhew out of the Scripture where our priviledges uader 
the Golpel, are cut fhort in any of thefe things, and he faith 
fomwhat ; and ina particular for the cafein hand, ‘concer- 
hing our Infants right to the Covenantof grace, and the 
eale of it, once we are fure the Infant Ghildren of all Cove- 
wanters were within the Covenant, and the feale’alfo ‘be- 
longed tothem, and by vertue of the Covenant (whichis. 
ill che fame) “we plead cheir intereft init. I man 
thew when and where thiswas taken away, + ‘hen the In- 
fant-children of beleevers were expunged out: | the Cove 
grace; certainly whoever will goe4 jout to de- 
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ptive them of it, to cucofffucha great part ofthe comfort 


ther their right to the Covemant, or co the feale of the Cove- 


= 


domes,the kingdom of Chrift 


Of Chrift, we have no caufe.to doubt their ¢/ection & falva- 
they vifibly thew the contrary,alchough we know 
_ that there are fome reprobate amongthem-, fo omthe other 
fide, although we know. Chrift, bath many of elec? to 


Covenant of grace , thus appareatly co:cut off the Seed of 

Beleevers from their viftble. right in the Church of 
Chrift, and to put them in the vifible Kingdome. of 


And, Secondly, 'as.really.unwilling muft they look to 


if 


ASermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 


of Leleeving parents, mult produce cleare teftimonies, before 


they can peri wade beleevers to part with ether of them, ci- 


«|For, firft, their Infants intereft.in the Covenant, next to 
theglory'efGod, ‘and the falvationof theit own:foulsé, is 
thegreateft benefit of the Covenantof grace, even this (I 
fay) to have. their children belong to Gods family and 
pire Nps and not.co the Devils: certainly, the greateft 
treallire of Parents is their children, and.inthem the falva- 
tion oftheir fouls:. Now how uncomfortable a thing were 
‘this to. Parents, to takeaway the very gréund of their hepe, 

for the falvation of their Children? and I dareaffirm it,thac 

we have no ground of hope for any particular perfor, un- 
till. he be brought under the Covenant of grace, All the 
world,as I have formerly touched, is divided into two &ixg- 
‘which istheChurch; and 
the kingdom of Satan, which isthe reft of the World 
ong.as any perfonis vi fibly a member of the kingdom 


~ 


t 


be kp out of the Devils kingdom, yet we -have no 
caule orground to hope that any particular perfon is any. 
other then aveprobate, being a vilible profefled member of 
Satans kingdom, untill-he give hope'to:the contraty? now 
what a moft. uncomfortable abridgment were this of the 
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|... & Sermon of the Baptixing of Infants, 

find Parents, to part with their childrens right to the Seale 
of the Covenant; thistheir right to the Covenant being 
Ball the ground of hope that beleeving Parents canhavethat 
their Intants who die in their Infancy,are faved ratherthen 
B they are grown men, and pive other fignesof grace, they 
may conceive good hopes of them, though they werenot 
fealed with a Sacramental feale: This therefore is appa- 
sent chat che cutting off our priviledges & comfortsiin thefe 
two were a great abridgmeut of the priviledges oftheinew 
Covenant,and would put the Seed of Abrahams faith into a 
farre worle condition inregard of their pofterity;thénthe 
Seed of ‘his ficfh were in: Andcthe Jewes in As. 2349. if 
this DoGtrine had'been preached cto:them, might have'res 
plied unto St. Peter, when he exhorted them to! be baprized 
their Childrens cood,Nay,Peter, even therefore we will not 
the baptized, for as yet we are fure our Children: are in Co- 


ceive your new way, our children muft be: counted ro’ the 
kinodom of the Devill;and fo might they in Colof.2: when 
Paul told.them they need not be circumcifed, becaufe Bap- | 
in the room of it, they «might havereplied, that 


would ftill circumcife their children, becaufe Baptiim was — 
flot ro be applied to them according to thefemens Do- 
Upon thefe five Conclufions, 1. That the Covenant of. 
Brace is alwayes the fame. 2. That the Infants oftholein — 
Covenant are alwayes reckoned. Covenanters with their 
Parents. 3.. That our Baptifine fucceds in the room and 
ife of Circumcifion. That by-Gods exprefle or- 
of fier, their Infants wereto be Circumciled, as itwasa feale 


elves and our Children are at leaft as honourd le, 


large, 
es F and 


God,and reckonedto his family; but if.were- 


though they need: not be circumcifed theesfelves, yerthey 


Bf the Covenant. And 5. that our esforou 
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and comfortable as: theirs were; The Co nclufion follows 
undeniably,that therefore the Infants of beleeving parents are 


 Againt this, Argument the Anabaptifts objet many 
things, "They fayithe Covenant was nor the fame, {ome 
ebthem fay; thechildren ofthe Fewes were norunder the 
Covenant in relation-to (pir ituall things: They fay Circumci- 
fronand baptifm ferved not for the fame ends.and ufes:They 
fay: Gircumcifion,svas ‘adminjfired as a nationall badge, 
fealedxemporall blefiings. They fay, whatever 
-_-priviledges Infants of Beleevers had before Chrifts time, the 
none atall,and many {uch like things: All whic 
chis former Difcourfe, that] fup- 
polekneed:not addéany more; the main and only Obje- 
‘tion-remaining; which hath: any colour of weightin it, is 
Ehere no command, noexprefe inftitution; or.cleare exim- 
plein all the New: Teftament of bapsixing of Infants: And 
snthe adminiftration.of- Sacraments , weare not to be led 
SC ownnee reason. or grounds of feeming probabilicy, 
command:and example, :chey smeane 
there anlexpref[e fyllabicall command, cre. Lgrancthat, in fo many 
m . .beno exprcile words itus not found inthe New Tc ftament: no exprefe com- 
_mandinthe New Teflament chat they fhouldbe baptized ; 
example where Children were “but I 
/alloadde; that I deny the :confequence, that if in many 
not commanded inthe New Teftament.ir ought 
i Whichisnor ‘gotro bedone, this is not true divinity, that Chriftians are 
mot tyed toobfervethat, avhichis not exprefly and -in fo 
gnany .words fet downe in the Teftament, there is 
ofthe Laws concerning:the forbidden 
degrees of marriage in. the New Teftament, except of ‘not 


and 


example. 


Wile, 1 Cer. noexprefie law a- 
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| Women received the’ Sacrament of 


Vines defend againft the Papifts, that a// Gods commands — 
sand inftictutions about the Sasraments of the Fews, bind us 


fo. the fealeiof initiation isalfo to bee adininiftred but once, 


| Polygamy,no exprefle cOmmand forthe | ylebrati 
weekly Sabbath ; aretherefore Chriftians Pee 
cafes Yea,in the Point of Sacraments there is no’ expreffe 


command, no example in all the New Teftament, where 


when they are grown, fhould be’ émffructed and baptized 


mman 


4 


For, firft, we have Gods command to Abraham; as he was 
Father of all Covenanters; that hee fhould feale his children pam whichteas We 
with the feale of the Covenant. Now this truth allour Di- chechu. 


as much asthey. did them , imall things whichbelongto 
the fubjtance of the Covenant, and were not ‘accsdentall 
unto them: as bécaufe’ circumcifion is called a feale of ‘the 
Covenant, therfore our Sacraments are feales: of the Cove- 
wants becaufe circumcifion might be adminiftred ‘but once 

being the: feale of initiation, thereforebaptifme being al- _ 


But that Cirouncifion wasto be'adminitred uponthe eighth 
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4 otds Supper | 
Ne therers no command thar the 
there is,that they fhould teach the Heathen! and ths 

and make them Difciples, and then baptize them but no 
ch command that the children of thofe that are beleevers 7 
i fhould be taught and baptized when they aré grown men + 

P- nor any example where ever that was done; | will any man ) | 
B® therefore fay,chac chriftian women are uorto be partakers of 
y SB the Lords Supper, no the children of beleevers when growne 

men be baptized: I think none willbe fo abfurd as to affirme 
i’. be fsid, though thefe things be not exprefly and in ter- 
nd minis ievthe New Teftament, yet they are there vertually, yerby pooa 
led and by undeniable confequence : | confette it isttue, fo have 
wevertually,and by undeniable confequence {ufficientevidence 
nell for the baptizing of children, both commands and examples. Both in the 
y 
any | 
cht 


A Sermon of the Baptixing of Infants. 
day onely was an,acei dentall thing, and therefore bindes not 


us; the Jewith Paffeever being to be yearely repeated, binds 


us to have a repetition ofthe Sacrament of the Lo ds Suprer , 
which came in roome of it, becaufe this belongs to the 
fubftance of the: Covenant,both of them being Sacraments 
for fpirituall nour fhment, growth and continmance in the Co- 
venant; (asthe other was for birth and entrance )but that 
their Pafleover was'to be earenin an Evening , and upon 
one fet Evening ig the yeare, was accidentall,and {o binds not 
uss The like snftance Lgive in our Chriftian Sabbath: the 


fourth Commandement binds w for the /ubflance of it as 


much aseverit bound the Jewes, There God once for all 


feparated one day -of fevento be facred to himfelfe, and 
all she world ftood bound in all ages to give unto God that 


one day of feven, which fhould be of his owne choofing. 


Now amill Chrifts time God chofe the /aft day of the fe- 
ven tobe his Sabbath, and having by the death and refur- 


_ réétion of our Lord Jefus, put anend tothe Saturday Sab- 
. bath, and f{urrogated the fir day of the weeke in ftead 
thereof tobe the Lords day, weneed no sew Command- 
ment forthe keeping of the Lords day, being tyed by the 
 f¢urch Commandment to keep that day of feven which the 


fhould choofeshe Lord having chofenths,the fourth 


-~Commandement binds us to ths,as it did the Jews to thefer- 


mer: fo inthe like manner I fay in the Sactament of baptifme. 
—.. When God madethe Covenant with —4brabam, and 
-promiféd for hispart to berhe God of him and his feed, 
what God promifed to 4brabam, we claime our part in 
it, a8 the children of Abraham, and what God required 
on.Abrahams, part forthe fubfance of ebedsence ,we all ftand 


changed. with, we as 
tyed to beleeve, to dovethe Lord with all our heartjto have 
to walke before God ‘in’ upright-. 
iidren,: and bring themup for 
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Sermon of the Baptizing of Inf 


them up under. che ordinances and inftitt ions of Gods 
| owne appoimtment: all thefe things command to 
» Abraham charges upon all the children of the Covenant, 
though there were no exprajfe revrving thefe ‘commands ‘in 
any part ofthe New Te/lament, and conlequently 
that command of God to Abraham which bound de 


to worfhip God according to his to traine 


® of worfhip which was then in force, bindes. the feed of 
Abraham,now to traine up their children in conformity to 
fach ordinances as wow are in force. | i 
And the fame command which injoyned Abraham to 
feale his children with the feale of the Covenant, injoynes 


and that command of God whichexpreffely bound Abraham 
t0 feale his with the figne of Cirewmcifion, which was the 


Sacrament in force, pro tempore doth vertwally binde 
J usto /eale ours withthe figne ot Baptifme, which is the Sa- 
crament #owin force, and fucceeds in the roome of the 
other by his owne appointment. 

h - There is one command by cleave confequence, another 
fhall find, afatth.28. where our Saviour bids then goe 
andteach all Nations, BaptiXing themin the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Sonne, and of the HolyGhof. Where you 


have twothings: Firft, What they were to dee, Secondly, 
To whom they were todoeit, They were to preach and teach 
all things which hehad commanded them, that is , they were 


Covenant of Grace, containing all the prom ‘fes, whereof 


Their feed, that the feed of beleevers are takengpte Covenant 
with their Parents. This isa part of the Gofpel preached unto 
arid they wereto BaptiXe them , chat isto ad- 


and not forour felves, nor for the Devill, yo teach them 


| feed of the Fewes, rotraine up their children in that 


ws as ftrongly to feale owrs with the feale of the Covenant, 


to preachthe whole Gofpel, Mark. 16, 154° The whole 
thisis‘one, wiz. tharGodwill betheGodofbel vers, and of 


Andin Mat. 


28. 19. Opened: 
and explained, 
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was tyed to one Nation, ove Nation onely were 


Nations Difciples, every Nation which fhould receive 


_ wee know that in every Nation the Children make great 


| A of the Biptizing of Infants, 
minifter baptifm a of the Covenant to «4 who - 
ceived the Covenant. Secondly, wee have the per/fons to 
whem they were to doe this, Nations, whereas before the 


Difciples, now ‘their: Commiffion was extended to make 


the. Faith, fhould bee to him now, as'the peculiar Nati- 
on Of the F:ws had beenin time paft. Ina word,Nations 
hereare oppofedtothe one Wation before. Now wee know 
‘when that: ame Nation of the fews were made Difciples, 
‘and ‘circumcifed their infanrs were made Difciples,(made 
to belong to Gods Schoole ) andcircumcifed with them, 
when that Nation was made Difciples in udbrabams 
doynes;: and -circunicifed 5» their feed alfo was the fame, 
when that Nation: was taken out of Egypt, and 4#wally 
made Difciples, their children were alfo with them, and 


part ofthe Nation, and.are alwayesincluded under every 
adminiftration to. the Nation, whether promifes or 


‘threatniags, or burthens, mercies or judge- 


Nuwb.14.3t- 
Nehem.10.28+ 


ments, unlefle they bee excepted ; foare they in Cities,in 


sndefinitelyof a People, Nation, City, or Family, co bee 


either faved or damned, to receive mercies or panifhents, 
_ exprefly to except Jnfants when theyare to bee excepted, 


Families, it being the way of the Scripture, when ipeaking 


as wee fee in the judgementrhat befell J/rae/ in the Wilder- 
nefle; whea.all that ‘rebellious Company that came outof 
Egypt,was to perifh by Gods righteous doom, their little 
ones were exprefly excepted, Numb. 14.31. and in the 
Covenant adfwally entredinto by the body ot the Nation, & 
it is exprefly limiced tothem who had knowledge 
andunderftandinig, »..Andthe Difciples who received this | 

| 


<Gommifionknew well; chat inall Gods. former admini- 


| 


when 


children 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants.” 
| children were taken in with them ro appertaine to’ the fat 
| {choole, and therefore it behooved Bate to cede 
} acaution for the leaving out of Infants in hig new admini- 
 Qwation, thacthey might know his mind,» had he intended 
Pto have them leftout, which that ever he didin wordor’ 
deed, cannot be found.inthe Scriptures. 
Ifit be faid,they are not capable of being 
Lanfwer, even as capable as the Infants ofthe Jewsjand: 
Profelytes were, when they were made DiGiples: and’be-' 
fidesthey are devoredto be Difciples,  bein@ be'trained” 
up by the Parents;who are from their infancy to teach them’ 
the knowledge of Chrift, and at the:prefent, 
| pable of his am, in Chrifts'owne 
dialect, belong 10 Chrift, andto be'a Difeploof. Chri, 
| or to beare the name of Chrift,is all one; andthat fuch Ins 
fants.do belong to Chrift, and beare the name of Chritty > - 
have {ufficiently proved already. aly: 
“And defireit may be ferioufly :weighed. whether that 
expreffion, 44. 10.15. Now therefore why temptye God: 
to put a yoke upon thenecks of the Di/ciples,do not necefii- 
‘tate us, to give the name of Di/ciples to Infastt, aswell ‘as 
to crown men: tor | reafonthus, Allthey upon whofe necks 
thofe falfe Teachers would have putthe yoke of cireumcik 
fion are called Difciples,and to be called Difciples-but they 
PWould have put the yoke of circumcifion upon Infants, as 
wellas grown men: therfore Infants as well asgrown men 
are called Difciples and to be called fo, The majeris unde- 
nyable, the miner I prove thus: They who prefled circam- 
cifion to bein force, according tothe manner of (Mofes Law, 
and would put it upon their necks afterthe mhumer of 


pe fis his Law, they. would put it upon Infantscfthole who 

were in Covenant with God, aswell as. upon he nécks of | 

nj- who were grown men, for Mofes L wrequired: 
put thefe falfreachers prefled foin force, 
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»Asother command by ood confequence for the bapti- 
zing of Infancs, you fhall find in that forementioned place 


where the Apoftle exhorted them to repent & be baptized, 
Becaule the promife was made to them and to their children, 
which, »asI fhewed you,clearely proves that the Children 
of fuch who beleeve andare baptized, are taken into Co- 
venant,and therefore by good confequence they alfo are to 


receive, the feale of the Covenant. The Text not onely 
fhewing thatthey are within the Covenant,but alfo thar 3 


rightvo Baptifie is a comfequenté of being within the Cove- 
nant. Thus, for, Commands; for Examples, though there 
fhould:be'none, thereis no great argument in it, when the 


rule.is fo plaitmyct we have examples enough, by good con- 
fequence,: forgou thall findethe Gofpell rook place, juft as. 


old-admuni 


tion,by bringing in whole familiestogether, 


eo when Abrabam was taken in,his whole Family was taken in 


are 
_» Aad whereas fome object againftthis Argument, taken. 
from whole Families, that the argument is at leaft as ftrong. 


with him, when any of the Gentiles ‘turned Profelytes.or-. 
dinarily their. Families came in with them: fo-in this new 
-Adminiftration , sfsally if the Maffer of the Houfe turned 
-Chriftian, his whole Family camein and were baptized 
with him; The whole houfehold of Corueline, the firlt con- 
verted Gentile, Ad#.11.14. the houleholdcof Stephanus 
the-houfehold of Ariftobulu the houlehold of Narcif[us 


the houfehold of Lydia; the houfehold ofthe Gaoler, thefe 


to prove that the Jewith Infants did eat the Pafleover, be- 
caulenoronly feverall Families might, but did, and 


ok Anfwer,by denying the confequence ‘the argument is 
nat 19 ftrong ,; forthe oneas for the other. becaufe no other. 


-Seripuure:fhews that the Paffeover coInfants 
t 


‘but. we have ether plaine Scriptures proving 


at Baptifme 
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Hsin the room of Circumcifion, which belongs therefore 
pro Infants,as well asgrown men: If any can inftance of any 
Sfamilies ofGentiles who were circumcifed,the confequence 
Pwere 200d, Therefore Infants were,if there were any Infants 

sbecaute other Scriptures thew that circumcifion belongs to 
sinfants as wellas grown men, butin this cafe the argument 

Bis Not good. | 
| So much for my firft and main Argument, they. are fe- 
derati, and therefore muft be fignati, they, are under the 


Covenant of Grace, and therefore are to”be figned with 
the feale of admittanceintothe Covertant. OLA 
The fecond Argument,To whom the inward grace of Bip- 
ifm doth belong,to them belongsthe outward fign,they 
tohave the figse, who havethe thing fignifyed, the earthly 
part Of the Sacrament muft bé granted to them who have 
the heavenly part: buc the Jafants of beleevers, even while 
they are Infants are made parsakers of the inward grace of 
Baptifme, of the heavenly and fpirituall part, as well as 
stown men: therefore they may, and ought to receive the 
outward fignof Baptifm. 
The major Propofition, that they who are made partakers of 


the imvard grace, may not bee debarred of the outward figue, 1S Aas 10.47. % 
indeniable, itis Petersargument, Ad?.10, Can any manfor- 


bid water that thefe fhould not bee baptized, who have received 
the Holy Ghoft as well as weczand againe, Act.11.For as much 
uGod gave them the like gift as hee did unto us, what was I 
that I could with/tand God? And this is fo cleare,that the moft- 


learned of the Anabaprifts do readily grant, that if they 


Markio 


lnew any Infants to have received the inward grace , they 
durit not deny them the outward figne, andthat che parti- 
ula: Infants, whom Chrifttook up in his Armes and blef- 
fed, might have been baptized. And for the affumption or 
vor, That. the Infants of Beleevers,eves while they areIn- 
ants, doreceive the inward grace, aswell as grow} men, as 
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fameground, ifany had:brought doves,and Sheep to Chrift; 


4 Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 
mely by that {peech of the Ap oftle, who faith Il 
buc our Saviour faith expreffely, 10 
That to belongs the kingdom ef God, as well as to grown 
men; And whereas fome would evade it, by faying that the 
Texcdaith not, tothembclongsthe Kingdome of God, but 
of fuch is the kingdome of Heaven, mir, of fuch 
that is, fuchasare graced with {uch like qualities, who are 
and meck, as childreniare, and that Luk. 18. is pa 
rallelltochis, inthe meaning of it, Whofoever dath nor 
cciwe the kingdome of Heaven as alittle childe, hee fall noten 
terthertin. 
Burl anfwer, though it be true that in other places this is 
eneufe that Chriftmakes of an Infants age and condition, 
fhew chat fich as receive the Kingdomet of Heaven, mutt 
be qualifyed with humility) 8cc. like unto children, yet 
here cannotbe hismeaning, becaufe hisargument is, /ffer 
thems to come to: mee and forbid them not, becaufe of {uch ist) 
Kingdomeof God, chatis,my Church and Kingdom is made 
up of thefeaswellasofothers. This was the very caule 
why the Difciples rebuked thofe who brought the children 
Chrift, becaufethey were Litt/e, not ft to bee inftructed, 
and therefore not fit thar Chrift fhould be troubled about 
them; rebukes in them, and them thatthe 
liseleneffe of children, is.no argument why they fhould be 
keptfrom him: Sufferthems, faid he,te and forbid them 
nots, for of [uch ts the Kingdome of God: and what kind of 
argument had been, ifthe Text fhould beinterpreted 
asthefe men would have it, Suffer little childrento come unto 
that may-touch them, take them up in mine armes, put 
and blefe them, becaufe the Kingdom 
ofGod belongsto them, who have fuch like qualities, whc 
relemble children fome feleé& properties? By the very 
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hands wpon then, and blefethem, the 
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| A Sermon of the Baptixing of Infants. a 
been liable tothe famereproofe, becaufe of fuch isthe King. 
idome of God, fuchas are partakers of the Kingdom of 
| God, mult beindued with fuch likeproperties. 
_ Befide, what one thing can be named belonging tothe ys. » 
nitiation, and being of a Chriftian, whereof Baptifine is@ 1Corts.: 
feale,which Infants are not capable of ,as well as grown men? Gal. 3.37. 
they are capable of receiving the Holy Ghoft, of union with Mur? : 
| Chritt, of adoption,of forgivenelfeof fins, of regeneration, of 
‘everlafting d:fe, all which things are fignifyed and fealed in 
ithe Sacrament of baptifin. And it is further confiderable,that 
intheworking of ¢hatinward grace, of which baptifimis the 
fign and feale,all whopartake of that grace,are but meere pa- 
Hients,and contribute no moreto it, then a childedothtoits — 
own begetting, and therefore Jwfants as fit Subjects to 
jt wroughtin them as grown men,and the moft grown men 
arein no more fitnefle to receive this grace whenit is given 
them, in refpe& either of any faith or repentance, which 
Wm they yet have,then a very little childe, it being the primary 
intention of the Covenant of Grace, in its firft worke, to 
thew what Free Grace can and wil doro miferable nothing, 
to cut miferable man off from thewildolive, and graffe him. 
iatothe true Olive, to take away the heart of flome, to createtn 
them a heart of fiehh, to forgive their iniquities, tolive them 
freely, what doth the moft grown man in any of thefe, more 
thenan Infant may do? being onely pafive in them all; 
und of chis fir/# grace is the Sacrament of Baptifin propetly 
afeale: and whoever willdeny, that Infants are capable of 
thefethingsas wellas grows men, muft deny that any In- 
fints dying in their Intancy are faved by Chrift. 
Againft:this Argument feverall things are objected : 
Which I fhall indevour.to remove out of the way. 
Firft, Ic is faid, that although Infantsare capable of 
ihefe things, and they‘no are by 
Many Infants, yet may not we baptize them, Decaule, ac- 
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A Sermon of BaptiXing of Infants. 
cording to the Scripture pattern, both of Chriffs command, 
Matth.28. in his inftitwtion of Baptifine, where this was in- 
joyned ; and fobathe Baptift, Chrifts Difciples, and A- 
poftles, They alwaies taught and made them Difciples. by 
teaching, before they baptized any. 

Anfwer. — Lanfwer, Firft, chat of Matth.28.is not the z#/t:tution of 
_. ./ Baptifme, it was inftituted long before, to bethe Seale of 
the Covenant; it sonly an inlargement of their Commith- 
on, whereas beforethey were to go onely to the loft fheepe of 
the Houfe of Ifrael, now they were to go wxto all the world. 
And befide, itis no: wheretaid, that monewere baptized, but 
- fachas were firft taaght, and what reafon we. have to. be- 

leeve the contrary, youhave before feen. 
Secondly, Itis faid indeed; that they taught and baptiz- 
ed, andnoexpreffe mention.made of any other: but the 
reafon is plain, there was anew Church to be contfticuted, 
all the Jews who fhould receive Chrift, were to come un- 
der another sdminiftration, and their Infants were to come in 
only in their right, and the Heathen Nations who wereto 
beconverted to Chrift, wereyet wholly without the Co- 
venant of Grace, and their children could have no right 
untill themfelves were brought in; and therefore no mar- 
vaile; though both Feha,and Chrifts Difciples, and Apo- 
files, did teach before they baptized, becaufe then no other 
were capable of baptifm: but when once themfelves were 
mftruéted and baptized, thez their children were capable of 
it,, by vertue of the Covenant.If any in the Jewifh Church 
had received: Commiffion, to go.and make other Cities, 
Profelytes to them, their Commiflion muft have run thus, 
Gojteach and csircumcife, would it therefore have followed, 
_ thar none might be circumcifed, but fuch as were firft 
itis exprefly faid, Thas hee that beleeves andis baptiz- 
fhall bee faved Faith in Chrift isthe Condition 
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| 4 Sermon of the Baptizing of 1 | fants: 
which men may be baptized: and this is + moft common 
objection among the Anabaptifts : may not bee 


baptized, children are unbeleevers, therefor cy may not bee 
baptized. Nehave,lay they, cleare evideree, that Faith is 
a condition required in thoic that are to. be baptized, noe- 
vidence ether condition that makes them capable of. 
Baptifm. Orhers of them adde, that under an affirmative 
command, the negative is to be included, beleeving is. the 
affirmative, unbeleeving is the negative,therefore where be- 
leevers aré commanded to be baptized , unbeleevers are rc 
forbidden to be baptized: this objection they much glory 
in,and fome of them dare all the world toanfwwerit. 
 Anfwer firft,but if this argument have any ftrengthat ~ 
all againft the Baptizing of infants, it hath much more | 
ftrength againft — of infants; it is faid exprefly, | 
hethat beleeveth, and ss baptized, fhallbe faved: but hethat be- 
_ leeveth not, [ball bee damned - there yee have both the nega- 
- tive and affirmative fetdowne, Hee that beleeves fhall 
bee faved, heethatbeleeves not fhall bee damned. now 
I frame their owne argument thus againft the /alvation 
of infants, A unbeleevers hall bee damned, all infants areun- 
WD. beleevers, therefore they fhall bee damned; now look at what 
doore they will goe out, forthe fa/vation of infants, at the bys | 
fame will we go out, for the baptsZing of infants; how ever : 
they will evadethe one, we fhall much more ftronglyevade | 
the other, if they fay this Text is meant of growne men, of | 
- the way which Ged takes for the falvation of grownmen, 
Infants are faved another way, upon other conditions , the 
fame fay we of infants baptiime,the Text means of thecon-: 
» dition of baptizing of grown men,infants are baptized upon 
~ other conditions; if, they fay, infants though they can- | 
| have adfwall Faith, they may have virtwad Faith 
inthe feed and roote, the fame fay we if they fay, though 
0 infants have not Faith, yet they may have that which is 


G3. 


Marke 16. 16, 


in- 
é 


A Sermon ofthe BaptiXingof Infants. — 
Analogous to faith, the fame fay we,they have fomwhat 
which hath faith, and as effeftuall tomake them 
capable of baptifm, asoffalvation. 
Secondly, lanfwer, no where faid Unbeleevers, (or 
rather Non-beleevers it fhouldbe faid) may mot bee baptixed, 
itis faid indeed, hee that beleeveth and 1 baptized , fhall bee 
faved, and iis faid, that hethat beleeveth with all his heart 
may be baptized; it isno where faid, that he that beleevet 
wot be baprized: Therfore I deny the con{equence,if 
all beleevers mutt be baptized, chen no Unbeleevers , or Non- 
beleevers may be baptized, thefe twoare not here intended 
by way of oppofition, Chriftexcludes Jnfants neither from. 
baptiim, nor from falvation for want of faith , but pofisive 
Unbe! eevers, and fuch as refufe the Gofpel he excludes from 
both The nee upon which men ftumble, is the 
igmerance an. the eppofinion in the Scripture they bring, 
which is not betweene beleevers , andt but 
_betweene them, and Unbeleeving and profane perfons 
whoare thut fronrthe Lords Covenant, Baptifme, and Sal- 


a 


_ Buc fe they arecapable of the inward grace of bap- 
tifane, and that God doth effecfually work icin fomeofthe i 
Infants of beleevers, isthat lufhaient warrant for us to bap- 
tize sk the Infants of Beleevers? if we knew in what Infants 
the Lord did work ths, we might baptize thofe Infants , fay | 
fome of them, but that he doth not make known to us, we — 
‘cannot know of any one Infant by any ordinary way of . 
knowledge, that they are inwardly baptized with the holy 
~~ Ghoftsand therefore we may not baptize any of them, but 
wait co fee when and in whom God will work the thing figni- 
fed, andthenapplythe figwetothem. 
Anitw. Our knowledge that God hath’ effectually 
wrought thething fignified, isnot the condition upon whi 
wee are to apply the figne, God ao where requires — 
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| A Sermon; of the Buptizing of Infants. 
| fhould-know thatthey are inwardly and certainly conver- 
red, whom we admit to the Sacrament of Baptifm, the A- 
| poitlesthemfelves.were not required to knowthsof thof 
whom they baptized, ifthey were, they finned in baptizing aH | 
| Simon Magus, Alexander, Hymenewm, Ananias and Saphira, 
with others: we are indeed required to know thatthey have i 
| inthem that condition which muftwarrant us:to adminifter the 
| fiqne, not that which makes them poffeft of the thing fienifi- i, 
_ ed, fallsble conjectures are not to be our rule in adminiftring | 
of Sacraments, eitherto Infants or grown men, butakwewn 
| rule of the word, out of which rule we muft be able to make i 
upfuch ajudgment , that our adminiftration may be of 
5 faith, as well as out of charity: In baptizing of grown 
§ mien, the Apoftles and Minifters of. Chrift adminiftred the 
| figne, not becaule they conjeftured that the parties were in- 
wardly fanétified, but becaufe they made that profefiow of 
faith and holinefle of which they fure, that whoever 
had thething in truth, were received by Chrift into ; 
Communion with himfelf, and that whoever thes made it; 
that Chrift would have them) received intothe communion — 
of his Church,though poffibly for want'of the inward work 
they were never received into the j#ward communion with | 
 Tefus Chrift,indeed when fuch aconfeflion was made, Cbhri- 
ftian charity whichalwaies hopeth the beft, and thinketh no 
| evill, bound them to receive them, and think of them, and 
| converfe with them, as with men in whom the inward work 
was wrought, untill they gave fignes to the contrary; but. 
this their charity, or charitable conjecture was not the 
ground of their admitting them to the ordinance, butthe 
profefSion and confefsion of the party, made according’ to: 
the Word, which they wereboundtorefin; 
ly queftion, whether incafe Perer or Pawi could by the {pirit 
of revelation have known that Asani asor Alexander would: 
have proved no better then hypocrites, wherherthey ea 
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Sermon of the Baptizingof Infants. 
would, or ought to have refufed themfrom Baptifm, whilft 
they made that publike profefion and confefion, upon which 
others wete admitted who inthe event proved no better 
thofe were. So that I conclude, not our-knowledge of 
their smward Sanétification, is requifite to the admitting of 
any to baptifm , but owr knowledge of the will of Chrift, char 
fuch who are in fuch and fuch condition, fhould by us be 
received iuto the communion of the Church: and in this the 
rule to direct our knowledge, isas plain for Infants as for. 
growne men, the rule having been alwaies this , That growne 
men who were firangers fromthe Covenant of God, Unbelee-. 
vers, Pagans, Heathens, fhould upon their being inftructed, 
and upon profefion of their faith and promife to walke accor- 
ding.to the rule of the Covenant, bee received and added 
co the Church, and made partakers of the feale of their en- 
trance, and their Infants to come in with them, both forts 

their admifsion to be charitably hoped of , untill they 

give fignes to the contrary, charity being bound front 
thinking ofevill of them, not tyed to conclude cettainly 
of any of them,becaufe they ought to know thatinall ages, 
all are not Ifrael who are of Ifrael, and that wany are called, but 
Butall who enter into Covenant , and receive the feale of 

the Covenant, muft fipulate for their parts, as wellas God 
doth for 44, they muft indent with God to perform the 
beleevers part of the Covenant, as wellasGod doth to 
perform hm part, as even thes Text,1 Pet.3. requires, That 
Baptifm which faves us muft have the an/wer of 4.good 
fcience toGod , now although it be granted , that Infants 

- are capable of receiving the fir/t grace, if God be pleafed 
toworkitin them, yet what aniwer of a good conf{cience 
canthere be from Infants unto God? they having not the 
ufe. of. reafon, and not knowing what the Covenant 
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Sermon of the Bapsiting of Infants: 


> Anfw. The Infants of the Fewes were as much tied as 


the Znfants of beleevers under the Gofpel, every one who 
was circumciled was bound to keepe the Law, Gal. 5..and 
thefe men profefle thatJ/raelitifh Infants were within the old 
Covenant, when yerthey knew not what it meant, norcould 
havethe fame ule of it with their Parents and others of 
difcretion. Looke what anfwer they will make for the 
gewes infants, if true, will abundantly fatisfie for the In- 
fancs.of beleeversunderthe Gofpel.. 

/ Secondly, Ged feales to them prefently, their name is 


put into the deed, and when they come to yeers of difcreti- 


on,to be adw/ti,then in their own perfons they ftand obliged 
to the performance of it ; in the meane.time Fefus 
whois the fuvety of the Covenant, and the furety of all the 
Covenanters,is pleafed tobe their furety ;. we know when 


feverall parties ftand obliged inthe fame bond., they may 


feale at feverall times, and yet be in force,afterward toge- 
ther;or even achild fealing in infancy,,:may and re- 
cegnixe that fealing,when they come to yeers of difcretion ; 
ifthen they will renounce it, as done when they under- 


ftood not,they may free themfelves if they pleafe, 1 fehey 
9 


find the former act anrinconvenience or burden to them: 
is it here,God of his infinite mercy is. pleafed to feale to In- 
fants whilethey are fuch,-and accepts of fitch a feale on 
their parts, as they are able to give in their Infant age, ¢x- 
pecting a further ratification on when they are 
come torriper yeers, in the mieane, time affording them the 
favour and priviledge of being ia Covenant wath him, of 


being reckoned unto his kingdom and, family, ,.rather then 
of the Devils; if whenthey are. grown.men they refufe, ro 
ftand:tothis.Covenant there ts, no hurt done On Gods part, 
lét chem ferve another God, and take their lot for eime.to 


But what benefit comesto children by /wch. kind of 
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Seren of she Baptizing of Tafants. 
this is? it feemsthen (fay they): by your awn con- 


felfton, that this is but a conditional fealing on Gods part, 
chat they own ratifie it when they cometoage, 


attdif they then refufe coftandto it, all is then nullified, 


weteit noc therefore better to defer it to their years of dif. 


cretion,to fee whether they will #4e* make it their own vo- 


funeary yea, or no? 


in the world have their vifible ftanding under. the 
Prince, and in the kingdom of darkneffe, and confequently 


Anfw. 1. ‘This objeGion lay as ftrongly againft Gods 
widfome in requiring the Pewes Infants , even in their In 
fancy thusto feale’; and therefore argues no great wif- 
dome or modefty in men,who would thus reafon with God 
about his adminiftrations.. 2. God hath other ends and ufes 
of applying the feale of the Covenant to them who are in 
Covenant with him, then their prefent gaine , it’sa Homage, 
ip, and it us ¢Vven in. 
&,t0 fulfill all righteou(neffe: when Chrift was b 
weed he was as unfit for 


trotigh his ‘perfection children through their 


, beingas much above them , as chi are below 
very much; both'to the Parents andtothe children, to the 
Parencs firft, whilft God doth hereby honour them to have 


their'childten counted te his Church, to his kingdome, and 


family,to be under his wing and grace, whileft all the other 


whileft others have no hepe of their childrens fpiritual wel- 
fate, untillthey be called out of that condition , thefeneed 


hot have any doubr of their°childrens welfare, if they die 
ththeir fafancy; nor if cheylive untill chey thew fignes to 


-‘the’contrary : |God “having both reckoned them unto bis 
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people, and given them she mcanes of on, whichren 
>| itt. | | 
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Sermen of the Baptizing of Infants. 
_ Secondly, hereis much priviledge and benefit to the 
| children, when as ( befide what inward fecret worke God 
| is pleafed co worke inthem ) they being Members of the oii 
_ Church of Chrift have their thare in the Communion of | 
- Saintsare remembred at the throne of Grace , every day 
by thofe that pray for the welfare of the Church, and per- 
ticularly in thofe prayers which are made fog his bleffing 
upon his Ordiwances, 
And laftly,ic’s no {mall priviledge to have that Seale be- 
ftowed upon them in their Jafaney, wh they may afterwards 
plead when they are. grown & come to fulfill the conditidim 
~ . Bue ifcheir- being capable of the fpiricuall part,muft ‘in- 
title chem to theoutward figne,why then doe we-not alfa 
admit them to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; which 
is the feale ofthe Covenant of Grace, as well as the Sacra- 
ment of Baptifme? | Andthisis urged, the rather , becaufe 
(fay they ) the Jnfanis of the Fewes did cate of the Paffee- 
ver, as well if owr 
every way as apriviledge as the Iufants of the Fewes 
had, can deny them the fate 
their Znfantshad, and confequently they muft partake of 
theone Sacrament, as wellasthe other. 
. lanfwer,thatInfantsare capable -of the grace of Bap- 
tifmeme are {ure , not fure that they are capable of the 
gtace figned and fealed inthe Sacrament of the Lords Swp- 
per; for though both of them are {eales of the new Cove- 
hant; .yer it is. with fome. difference, Baptiime properly 


feales,the entrance intozt, the Lords- etly the 
ewth augmept ation for out 
birth, the Lo pperfor our feed; now Infants may be 
borne againe while they:are Infants ; have their 
finne pardoned, beasited to Chrift, ‘have his ftampt 
‘them, 2burconcerning the-ewérci feof thefe graces and 
the of i while they are Infants; 
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concerning, Hanush,, how much more 


A Sermon of she Baptixiny of. Infants, 
theScriptureis altogether filent; and for whafis faid con- 
cermuing the Imfants,-of the fewes eating the Paffeover, to 
which our-Sacrament of the: Lords Supper doth fucceed, 
there is nofuch thing mentioned in all the Beoke of God, 
itis {aid indeed that the feverall families we1e to eate their 
Lambe, iftehe houfehold were too little for it,and that 
when their} children fhould aske them what that fervice 
meant,they fhoyld inftruct them about the meaning of it, 
but no word imjeyning , nor any example witneffing that 
“their. little children did eate of it. If they fay (as fome 
them, that thefe, ones, who were able 
to enquire concerning the meaning of that fervice, and: capa- 
ble ro receive inftruction about it, did eat of the: Pafieo- 
ver with thei Parents; .Lanfwer, (although the Scripture 
{peakes nothing of their caring; yet if chat be granted) itis 
 Noprejudice to ns,’ becaule the Gofpel prohibites not 
yongones fromthe Lords Supper , who ase able, to exa- 
_Thys have I agcording to my poor ability madegood this 
fecond argument alfo, and.yindicated it from all Objedi- 
onsof any weight havemet with alltothe contrary, 


it remains that I winde upall , witha briefe Application. 
firft fetves for of the Anabaptifts, 
and al fuch.as by their rafh and bloody fentence condemne 
Infants,..as out of the ftate of Grace; 'it’sa great finne to 
pafle fenteace upon. any particular perfon for any one ad, 


all ithe Infants of the whole 
Chaift, as having nothing todoe with the Co- 
wenantof Grace,-orthe feale of We read of Hered 
the Tyrant, that he deftroyediallthe children in Bethlehem, 
and the. Coafts rhereot from two yeares old and under; is 
shis.a farre more, fet thefein no 
peter {tate then Pagans and Infidels, Chrift, aliens 
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fach men will know, that he is much more difpleafed with 
them; who with fo: great 
of beleevers children unto his holy Sacrament, ‘that: 3 


A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants: 


from the Comtion-wealth of Ifracl, as ftrangers ftom the Coves 
F nant of promife, having no hope, and eae the world? 
? can any fober Chriftian thinke this a {mall faule ? Our 
blefled Saviour faith mot lawfull to takethe childrens 


bread and give it todogs , butthefe mentake Children,and in 


their judgement , conclude them forno better then dogs, 
 baptifme is the bread of the Lord,which he would have gi- 
| vento his children, -and to deny it to them as none of their 
night, isto make them no better then dogs. The Prophet 


Elifha wept when he looked upon HaXael , becaufe he fore- 
faw thathe would dafh the intants of J/rae/ againft the wall, 
andeven Hazael thought himfelfe worthy to be efteemed 
a dog if ever he fhould do fucha thing. But certainly,thus to 


dafh all Infant children of beleevers out of the Covenant of . 
 Grace,(as much as inthem lyeth ) & to deprivethem ofthe 
feale of it, is in a{pirituall fenfe farre more heavy. And I 


dare appeale to the tender:bowels of any beleeving. Pa- 
rents; whether it were.not eafier for them to thinke that 


their Infants fhould be dafhed againft the ftones, and:yet in 
the:mearietime to die under Chrifts wig, as) vifible Mem- 
bers of his Kingdome, Church and Family, . ratherthen to 


havethem live, and behold them to have a vifible ftanding 
onely in the Kingdome of the Devill: Thefe mem: know: not 


how much they provoke Chrifts difpleafure againft them-— 


felves; He was greatly difpleafed with his owne: Difciples 
for forbidding little children to come unto him; & one da 


uni ble wrong; injury, -and flahder  they:profecute 


all the Minifters of Chrift,who give Jafants this thei.due; 


‘condemning them for Minifters of Antichrift andlimbes 


‘ofthe Beaft ; yea, fome of them proceeding fo:farre,: as 
‘condemning all the Churches of é shrift 
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ches; who caft not their children our of the Covenant of 
Graceyand che fealeof it, and doe cry out upon: the. Bap- 
- tizing of Infants, as one of thofe great finnes which bring 
and continue all pur us. The Apoftate 
Emperour is j out upon for his cruelty 
- againit the Chrittians, fordenying'to their bedies humane 
; how much more cruell is itro deny to the fouls 
of Infants thejutt priviledge and benefit of the Covenant 
of Grace? Weknow he did it out of hatred to Chriftianity, 
which Iam farre from: ‘charging upen thefe men; but if 

_ ‘we compare che fentenceand fa@ of the one with the o- 
ther, we thall find chedatter:( be their priaciple what it 
will}. farre more injurious to the Church of Chrift then 
theother:) The Lord in mercy give them:to fee how. unjuit 
that fentence, and how keavythat doome is, which they 
thus pafle, not only upon: Children; but upon all the 
©Gtiurches of Chrift; and ferio 


uflyto confider, whether the 
Lord, who:once in his difpleafurethreatned to.dafh their 
‘Infantsagainft the Stones, who had dafht the ‘Infants-of 
the:children of J/rael-againf& the Stones, will indure it at 
the-hands of ‘any'to expunge the Seed of the faithfull out of 
_ ~ his Covenant, andto drive them from his City and King- 
_ how much may this comfort the Soule of 
_ every belceving Parent,to behold this great love and good- 
nefie: of Godin his:\Covenant of Grace to them and their 
 poftericy, thatnoronly themfelves, but even their Infants 
fakes. thould be reckoned'to the houfehold of God, 
into the “Arke, up in of love, 
wing of God? Wher God/had promifed 
fon td whom God -would 
allihis: pofteriry, fhould-after-facha 
Bracioustaannerbe reparded, this heart .was even tavifhed 
Lard (laid he) what what 
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houfe, that thouhaft brought mee hitherto? and this was-yer 
of thy fervants houje for a great while vecome, and is this the 


| king their children into that gracious Covenant, whichis -- 


| fomany mercies, which are terminated,riot inthemfelves, 
| but flow down to their pofterity from generation to gene- «| 


. A Sermen of the of 
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fpoken sifa 25am. 7. | 


L thing in thy fight, O Lord Ged, but thow bajt 


manner of men,O LoraGed? And even {o thould Chriftian 
Parents break out into admiration of his goodneffe, in ta- 


not only the womb and veffell, but alfo the well-head of 


And this is yet more admirable in our eyes, when we fe- 
sioufly confider, how uncleane and filthy, how viperous a | 
brood they are,as proceeding out of our loines , empty of 
all goodneffe, full of all wickedneffe, anuncleane leprofie 
befpread them from the crown of the'Head to the 
fole of the Foot, fit only to be caftintothe open field',, tO Fale. 
the loathing of their perfons, inthe day that they areborn, Ezck. 16. 5. 
as all the reft of the world are; and that God fhould fet » 
his heart upon fuch as thefe ,- to take them thus neere unto. 

Himfelf, when he paffes by both Parents and Infants ofall 

the world befide, how would our hearts melt in his praifes,, 

if we could confiderthele things? | 
_ 2. How fhould this ingage all Chriftian Parents to look .. i 
tothe education of their Childten, to bring them up in the For their duty | 
nurture and feare of the Lord? It’s a wofull thing, toconfi- [oPromokere 

derthe wretched many Parents; yea,nOt OnC- fortheircare- 

ly carelefnefle, but ungedlineffe of many Parents; whopro- Gein 

ftitute their children to the Devsil and his fervice,afterthey 

have confecrated them to Chrift by baptifme; trainthemup Pifal, 106. 37. 


in ignorance, profanenefle, To whom God may fay, 


as he did tothat Harloc, Ezek. 16. Thou haft 
and-my Daughters, whom thon haft born unto mee, and t | 
heft fucrificed unto Devils. A generation of wretched men, 
who'take more care of their Hegs and Dogs, then they yor ¥ 


ration. 
| 
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of the Baptizing of Infants... 


murdefing the latter, chacwemay fay ofthem, 
fius did of Herod, thatit is:better to be Herod's Hog then his 


Son. thave often hearda fad Story of awretched. Woman; 
who perfwaded her Daughter to yeeld: to the luft of a rich 


man, in hope he would marry her, ashe had prontifed to 
doe; which fhe did, and prefently after “tell fick and died ; 
Theswretched mother hereupon grew diftraéted , and in her 


Daughters foule, my Daughters 
foule, I have damned my Daughters foul : Veril y, thus may 


many Parents.cry outupon themfelves for murthering their 


\Childrens :foules.;. amd their children may with that: 
beene either dogges,; or fwine; -rather then 


theirSohs or-Daughters; miferable children, of miferablé 


Parents ; what will fuch Parents anfwer God, when he: 
comes to demandhis children of them? Suppofe a Prince 

Noble -man fhould puta Child to: Nurfe unto fome 
mean man, and pay. them well for the education ofMit :6r 


_ ratherfuppofea Great man thould adopt the child of a poor 


them for 
Gbriftincime 
tocome, 


Praying for 


mar co:be his ‘own, and fhould {ay unto this poore man, as 
Pharaohs daughter. {aid to ~Mofes mother Bring up thu Child 


for meeand I will give thee thy wages, & afterward comming: 


tofeeth@ Child, fhould find they had lamed the:Child,and 


_ | 1 tatight itnothing but to fpeake evill of them , and to fight 
them :"thinke I pray you ‘what they ‘would fay, 


And to nurle 


ordeetothiswretched:man. Hew much.more :abomina- 


bletis the fin of many Parents; who by their own. carclef= 
-neffe j-and vile example ; leaven their children with princi- 
plesgand lead them in wayes quitecontrary tothe Gove- 


nant of grace)tending tonothing;bupto difhonour Goa, 
andto. their sown: deftrudtion. any: of you have, been 


guiltyofitin time paft,bedéeply: humbled forit;crave mer-_ 


cy andipatdon; andfortimeto-come, indeavour to do the 
past surfing Father or Mother for: Chrift , »looking upon 
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Sermon'of the Baptizing of Infants, 
 thychildren'as being Chrifts more then thine, yea, as 


not being thine, but Chrifts, to whom thou haft; 
_confecrated them, atid therefore (as wife and lovin 
 B  Nurfes ufe to doe ) carry them often to their father for his 
biefling, and he will bleffle them, and reward thee 
> alfo; we find in the fecond of Foe/, thatin the day of their 
~ Fait, they were to bring their chilaren and fet them beforg, 
the Lora, that he might be moved to compaffionsso*tne 
childrens fake whom he ufed to call hisowne, fetthou 
thy, childxen. often before him, intreat him as Fofeph 
did his fatber for his two fonnes, and as they did our Savi- 
Our, CAfarkero, that hewould put bishaxds upon them and 
 bleffethem;, Doe it heartily, humbly, frequently, tell him 
how deare they are tothee, and the dearer becaufe he is 
leafedto ownethem tell -him their wants, and thy own 
inability to {upply them in any thing, and how eafie it is 
for him to doe it by his Spirit and Grace; 0 that I/hmael 
might live in thy fight, {aid Abraham; Saythoufoalfo, 
Lord let thefe children live before thee, thinethey are, and 
thou gaveft them mete bringup for thee, Oh my labour 
them, and make them {uch as thou wouldeft have them 
And doe not onely pray for them, but di/ciplinethem and »Tim.1,s. 
inftrudt them acquainting them withthe Scriptures, and 
Catechifing them in the Principles of Religion; asthe 
Motherand Grandmother of Timothy did him, trainsng 
hins up from his infancy, in the knowledge of the holy Scripture ; 
and be affured., if thy children may learne from thee to 
kwow their heavenly Father, to de/eevein him, to 
and feare him betimes, that being taught the tradein their 
youth, they may not forfake it when they are old, they will then 
more bleffe God for thee,then if thou couldeft leave them 
allthe.world for their inheritance, it was for thw that So- 
lomon gloried in his father and 3. and Prov.4.3,3.° 
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To all bapti- 

rized ones, 

I. 

Forcomfort 


_ when they be. 


leeve and re- 


this will thy children rife apand call thee blefed. Thus Shalt 


flrall che Covenant, the {piriruall pare and benefit of it, 


neare unto himfelfe, and to ufe them thus as his owne, 


thou approve thy felfe-a true fonne of Abraham, Thus 
thal thy childrea be blefled with faithfull dbrabam, Thus 


as well as the outward, reft upon thy pofterity from gene- 

 Thirdly,andiaftly, Thisferves for ufe to all children 
whom God honours fo farre, as in their Infancy co bring 


sandthat three feverall wayes; Firft, to incourage and com- 
fort them to beleevein him,and reftupon him, for all the § 
good things which he hath ame in the Covenant of 
Grace. The Papifts, asin fomethings they give and af- 


cribe too much to Baptifme,making it to take away origi- . 

nall finne, exopere operato: So in other thingsthey rob 

Gods people of the comfortable ufeofit, becaufe they fay ff 

that when once we commit actuall finnes we make fhip- 

»  wracke of Baptifm,and then Penance mutt be fecands tabula 

ft naufraginm, a Cockbot after our fhipwrack ; but this FF | 

| Sacrament ferves fora more durable andcomforta- t 

bleufe, evento bean 4rke, as my Text cals it, to ca 

toheaven. Know thenthat whenfoever thou findeft thy 1 

 felfeara lofie, fenfible of thy undone condition, findeft { 

thy guilr, and filth, and bondage, through finne, and § t: 

fiyeft.unto Chrift, and thy conf{cience witneffeth with y 

thee, that thou wouldeft walke for time to come, accor- ff tl 

ding tothe rule of the Covenant, ia uprightnefle,comake y 

30d in Chrift thy portion, andhis wordthy guide, So By 

often | fay as thoudoeft this, maieft thou fly to thy Bap ni 

tiffwe, and plead it forthy comfort, as we may plead the te 

Rainbow in foule weather againft the worlds deftru@tionby ti 

water. [have often heard a ftory of a great-Queen; who 

 gaveaRing toa Nobleman , while he was her Favourite, de 
andowilled” hig to fend it coher-when he fhould ftand in fi 


preateft 
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mon of toe Bartizime: Tut 
» 
& 
‘ 
¢ 
> 
“= 
Pt: 
* 
“ 
4 
4 
> 
4 
* 
= 


ve 

~ 

4 
7 


greater need of her favour, who.afterward falling into her 
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difpleafure, {ent the Ring, which through the treachery of 
the bearer was not delivered till it was too laté : But it thal) 
never happen foto shee, doe thou inall thy extremity, thew 
, or fend by the hand of faith thy Seale, which God hath gi- 
_ ven thee, plead it confidently, and to thy dying day, it may 
- bean Arke untothy foule in all cafes of relapfe, defertion, 


temptation, or whatever elfe may betide thee, the re- 


newing of thy repentanceand faith in Chrift Jefus. 
Secondly, This great love of God in taking us thus 


neare into his own Family, as his own Children, thould 


make many of us blufh, to remember our unworthy conver- 
fation, in times paft, yea,it might make our very hearts to 
‘bleed, and make us not only with we had been wsbaptized, 
but even rather then to pollute the holy Covenant, 
and the feale of it, as wehavedone with our unhallowed 
lives: Can it feem a light org by our eyes, that when God 
hath left the greateft part of the world, as ftrangers from 
his Family and Kingdom, to be under Satans kingdom,and 


Ze 
To humble 
fuch as walke. 
unworthy of | 
this priviledge. . 


taken us (no better by nature than they are) tobe his pecu- 


liar Ones into Covenant with him, that he fhould {weare 
unto us, to be our God, and hithertototrain us up under 
fuch heavenly Ordinances, and we to walk inthe meane 
timeas rebels and enemies unto him, like the unbaptized 
world? can we think our condemnation not to be greater 
then theirs? Let mea little reafon the cafe with you, Doe 
you know into what a Covenant the Lord hath taken you? 
what he hathdone for you, and expects from: you-? have 


tell me what isthe reafon of your unan{werable converla- 


made when you underftvod it not? if fo, that you do in- 
deed renounce it, Take your: courfe, ferve the God you have 
thefen, yertell me (Lbefeech you) what iniquity is = 


tion, is it becaufe you. renounce the Covenant, as being 


notyour Minifters and Parents inftructed youin it? Now — 
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Lotds Covenant’ what hurtis there inic’ what difad- 


vantage have you met withall? or where and how do yot 


hopeto find better things, then God to be your Father, Chrifi 


tobee your Saviour, the Spirit to bee your Comforter 
to have your fins pardoned and healed,to be adopted, Juhifyed, 
fandtifyed,and every way comfortably provided for-bere, and 
faved for ever? Doe the Gods youhave chofen to ferve, 


provide better things then thefe, that you renounce Chrift 


for their fakes? If youfay, God forbid you fhould re- | 
nounce-Ghrift ; No, youhope to bee faved by Chrift, as 


‘wellas anysther: Then tell mein good fadnefle, doe you 


expect that Chnift fhouldftand bound to perform part 


_of the Covenant, and:you left at liberty for your parc ? that. 
he fhould love you, and you hate hime that he fhould bee your. 


_ God, and you remainthe Devils fervant? that 4e fhould pro- 


with Chri 


_ vide Heaven for you, and yow walk in the way which leads 


so Hell-¢ O how much are you deceived! Itell youhe 


hathf{wornthe contrary, he hath heaped up tribulation and. 


wrath for every foule which doth evill, for the few fir/t, 


_ forthe baptiZed firft, and you will one day find, that st bad 


been better you had never lived in his houfe, nor been trai-' 


ned up under his Covenant, then thus to profane it , and make 


the blood of it as an unholy thing. 


iThirdly,this great priviledge fhould ingage us all for time 
£0 provoke to 
ahelylifefor 
fime fo come, 


to. come, to make our Baptifm a continual motive to an an- 
{werable converfation to live as men who are dead unto fin, 
and. alive unto, God; toaccount that it onght to beeas. 
firange , to feea baptized man walke in a finfull courfe 
as to fee a. Spefirum a walking Ghoft: Wee are ba- 

and how can wee who are dead 
to. finne live any longer therein? We are planted into his 
mily, made his Children, have his Spirit dwelling in us; 


yea, thereby.made one with Chrift A// this, we lay claim 
to, by out Baptifm; fhall not this inforce us to live anfwe-- 


tt 
7 
4 
a | 


a 
| 
» 
3 
4 
‘ 


~ 


A Sermon ofthe Baptizing of rnfants. 
ably? Luther tels a Story of a gracious Virgin ,who ufde’. 
2 get the victory over Satan when he tempted her to any 
inne, Satan I may not doe it, Baptizata fum , I am Bapti- 
ed, and muft walk accordingly : So thould we argue, Let 
afe perfons live bafely, noble and generous men muft live 
\obly ; let Turkes and Pagans live wickedly, the holy feed 
nuft live holily and righteoufly: keepe it daily in thy 
—houghts, what thy Bapti{m ingageth thee unto, and that if 
hou walk otherwile, it will rife up extreamly to agoravate 
chy condemnation in the laftday. It was acuftomein the 
atrer end of the Primitive times , That fich as were bap- 
ized, did weare a white Stole (a humane Ceremony, to 
ignifie their purity of life which the baptized was to lead, 
‘ulzentes animas veftis quoq, candida fignat.) Now there 
vas one Elpidopborus, who after his baptifm turned a per- 
 ecutor ; Muritta the Minifter who baptized him , brought 
orth ‘in publick the white. Stole which Elpidophorus had 
at his Baptifm, andcryedunto him; Elpidopho- 
‘us! thes Stole doc 


keep acainft t comming to Fudge- 
nent , to teftifie thy Apoftafie from Chrift, doethou in like 
manner affure thy felfe the very Font wherein thou waft 
saptized, the Regifter wherein thy Name is recorded, will 
rife up againft thee , if thou lead nota holy life: The Co- » 
e venant is holy,the Seale is holy, let thefe proyoke theeto 
- |. udy to be holy,yeato draw holinefle from them. Con-_ 
 Gder what And the Lord give you underftanding in 


all things. 
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